THE HEAVENLIES
LIVE LESSONS IN JOSHUA
Mary M. Bodie
"Whatsoever things were written
aforetime, were written for our
learning, that we thru patience
and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope - written for our
admonition on whom the ends of
the ages are come" - Rom. 15:4
and 1 Cor. 10:9.
PREFACE
This little volume does not pretend to be a learned exposition, nor an exhaustive study of Joshua;
neither is the geography of the country under consideration. There are many books of that
character, which may be consulted. Our endeavor has been rather to unveil the spiritual teaching
that lies hidden under the literal history of this miraculous people Israel. The aim has been to
make it simple; speaking the common language of all, addressing ourselves to the heart, trusting
that it will profit and build up the saints of God - the pressing need of the hour.
We commit it to the blessed Holy Spirit, who has inspired the Scriptures, and to whom also we
are indebted for the illumination and guidance and the enabling to send it forth.
PRE-SCRIPT
"ALL SCRIPTURE IS GOD - BREATHED, AND IS PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE, FOR
REPROOF, FOR CORRECTION, FOR INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works" - 2 Tim. 3:16-18. Joshua is the
book of the overcomers of the Old Testament. It answers to the book of Ephesians where we
have the teaching concerning our heavenly portion in Christ. Joshua gives us the type of that. Its
lessons are deeply spiritual. We are dependent upon the Holy Spirit to search them out. There
are priceless treasures yet hidden here - "much land ahead to be possessed," waiting for those
who want the very best, to put their foot upon it; for notice this point, possession was only by
occupation "every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon." They could have all that they
appropriated. The lazy, indolent and indifferent were the losers in Canaan. The energetic,
zealous, untiring and courageous were the conquerors.
And so to us, the lesson for our admonition is easy to read. If we merely desire to get to heaven,
we can afford to be indifferent to our heavenly portion; but if on the contrary, we should share
jointly with Christ in His reign, as the Son of Man, we cannot let down in the slightest measure
lest Satan get an advantage over us: for remember that Israel had to fight for possession of
Canaan. God gave it as a free gift, it is true, as He has given to us the heavenlies; but they had to
enter in and take possession by faith in the Word of Jehovabh. If they only stood off in the distance
and admired its beauty, its wealth or its fruitfulness, they would never have possessed nor
enjoyed it. So with us, it is not enough to see the truth and admire it; there must be a
corresponding appropriation of every truth we see. Canaan had to be desired ere it could be
seen, and seen ere it could be appreciated; but appropriation, foot by foot, city by city, was an
absolute requirement ere it could be enjoyed. The inhabitants of this chosen land did not run
away and let Israel have their country just because God had given it to them. No indeed. They
were in rebellion against the God of Israel, and they made a strenuous fight for their possessions.
"Possession," as the world says, "is nine points of the law." According to this, they had the best of
it; but you see God was with Israel. He, with the remaining one point, is more than the remaining
nine points of the enemy. His strength has always been "made perfect in weakness." Paul was
not the only overcomer who learned this amazing secret. In fact it is the secret of overcoming.
The Lord always delights to choose "the weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty. And base things of the world and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea
and things which are not, to bring to nought the things that are" -- | Cor. 1:27, 28.
POWER OF WEAKNESS
The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect expression of the above. It is the weakest thing
in the universe, apparently. What is great or mighty about a poor, despised Man who was led as
a lamb to the slaughter; and put to death in the most ignominious, abhorred manner, yea the
mode used to dispatch the lowest criminals? Well does the Scripture affirm that "He was crucified



thru weakness" - 2 Cor. 13:4. But on the other hand, God uses the death of His Son as the
display of His greatest power; for He raised Him from the dead - "He liveth by the power of God."
And the Gospel, emanating from this same cross, "is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth."

Thus God confounds the wisdom of this world. He shuts all men up to believe the Gospel or they
cannot be saved. He confounds all the reason of man thru the cross. Yes, more: by it He takes
the "things which are not, to bring to naught the things which are.” That is, we who believe in the
good news of the cross, are counted as justified from all sin, as dead with Christ, and also as
raised up with Him and seated in the heavenlies with Him. Now these are facts with God; for He
counts "the things that be not as tho they were;" but as to the actual experience of the body, we
are still in the world. God in His Word insists that "He raised us up together with Christ and
seated us in the heavenlies," the place of Satan's throne, from whence he rules as god of this
world. This is an illustration of "the things which are not, bringing to naught the things which are."
Satan and his principalities are really in the heavenlies; they have possession; but God says that
we are there. Now when we count with God, He makes us, who are not, confound all the power
of Satan in the heavenlies, and bring him to naught who is there. Faith in the Word of Jehovah
gives Him the opportunity to display His power in our behalf. And we are thus taking actual
possession of our future abiding place. For we will hereafter only enjoy of our inheritance that
which we have put our foot upon down here. So we need not regret if we are little or unknown
and poor and needy. These are no barriers to overcoming. They are a requisite rather. We need
only regret our unbelief. This alone hinders God, not our impotency or insufficiency. The latter
only give Him the opportunity He desires to come in and display His strength. "When | am weak,
then am | strong." This was Paul's sure way to victory. Happy the man who truly grasps and
confidently affirms it in the face of all the wisdom of the world.

A NEW CREATION

Israel did not enter Canaan immediately after leaving Egypt. They came up thru the wilderness
as far as Kadesh-Barnea, "the sanctuary of the wanderer;" but they refused to go any farther.
That was forty years previous to the history recorded in Joshua. They wandered in the wilderness
all those years until the men died who rebelled against the Lord. Hence, it is the new creation
which figures here in this book. They availed themselves of the opportunity which their fathers
scorned. These latter represent our own fleshly, legal efforts, which must die in us before we can
possess our inheritance. The reason why so many Christians never get into the fulness of their
possessions in Christ is because in some way they are still trusting to their own fair doings to get
them in. They are either too good to desire any more, or else they are too bad to hope for any
more. In either case they do not see that their responsibility ends with faith in the Word of God.
The Lord was forced, as it were, to let Israel go round and round in the wilderness, in the very
same beaten path, until they were willing to take Him at His Word. The new generation did not
stay in the wilderness. And neither will the new man in us, when once he is shown his privileges.
The crossing of the Red Sea teaches us, in type, that there is only one way of escape from the
bondage of sin, which is in the world (Egypt), and that is by death. Israel went down into the
waters, signifying the judgment of God upon the old man; but they came up on the other side of
the Red Sea - death. The Egyptians essayed to follow Israel; but they were all drowned. This is
the figure of Calvary where the whole human race went down into death in their representative,
Christ. He voluntarily assumed the place of the first Adam, our fallen head, and received the
penalty, death, which Adam's one disobedience precipitated upon his seed. These two men, the
first Adam and Last Adam, are the heads of our race. God put all the responsibility upon them. In
the one, we all fell, and were made partakers of death. In the other, we who believe, arose, and
were made partakers of life. "For as by one man's disobedience, many were made sinners; so by
the obedience of One, shall many be made righteous" - Rom. 5:19. These are eternal facts and
they are recorded for us. The responsibility is now upon Christ alone. He did not only overcome;
that was not sufficient. He must redeem the race from its fallen estate. This He has done. All are
redeemed; but all are not saved, because they do not avail themselves of the emancipation
which the cross has effected. The latter are figured by the Egyptians who followed Israel into the
Red Sea and were drowned. They, unlike Israel, had no resurrection. They had no share in the
song of triumph which Israel sang upon the other side of death. And observe this further
significant fact. Israel were called Israel even when they were in Egypt. They were no after
thought in God's plan. His people were all "chosen in Christ." If It was not for this new Head of a



new creation, and God's eternal marked-out purposes in Him, the whole old creation would have
been blotted out long ago. It is too depraved, too utterly bad to be repaired or fixed up in any way.
But even this sovereignly elected nation, God's chosen people, who died in their representative,
Moses, in the Red Sea, and were brought out of the waters of judgment in triumph, refused to
enter the land of promise at the commandment of Jehovah. What is the reason? Because they
did not understand what God had done for them. They, as our type, had to learn by experience
their need of being put to death. At conversion, we have very little knowledge of the deep-seated,
depraved, rebellious nature to which we are heir in our head, Adam. This is a lesson slowly and
painfully learned, as every one will admit, who has gone this way. The fact is finally forced upon
our notice, by repeated failure and lack, that we have in our members a law which does not
desire to do the will of God. "For the good that | would (do), | do not; but the evil that | would not
(do), that | do" -- Rom. 7:19. Now do not tell me this is the sinner, for it is not. The latter knows
nothing of such warfare. This is the experience of a man who has two natures. He "delights in the
law of God after the inward man." The sinner has no "inward man." He is born of the flesh only;
but a Christian has also a spiritual birth. He has two natures which are totally opposed, the one to
the other; consequently there is a warfare. This is figured to us by the experience of the children
of Israel in the wilderness. It does not speak altogether of failure; for it is absolutely necessary
that we go this way. We must experience the conflict that we may desire deliverance. We must
be necessitated to cry, "O wretched man that | am; who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?" - Rom. 7:24. Then we are ready for our inheritance.

THE GREAT MEDIATOR

Moses, the mediator and deliverer of Israel in whom they were "all baptized in the sea," is a type
of the Greater Mediator, Christ. Moses had to die ere his beloved people could enter Canaan. He
was apparently punished for his own disobedience (Num. 20:12) ; but that was also in perfect
accord with the type: for Christ was judicially identified with us in our sin. Israel were disobedient
and rebellious all the way; but Moses, with the exception of that one lapse, never failed Jehovah.
Yet, to conform perfectly to the figure, he must be actually identified with Israel in their sin and
rebellion. He was of course sinful as they, in himself, and in this respect differing from his blessed
Antitype; for Jehovah had heretofore preserved His dear faithful servant from every violation of
unbelief and rebellion. He was, even as Christ, obedient unto death, for tho "his eye was not dim
nor his natural force abated;" yet the Lord commanded him to go up upon Mt. Pisgah and die
there. That is, his life was taken from him in the will of God. He did not die of disease nor old age.
From this point, the place of his death, he viewed all the glorious land of Canaan, into which
Jehovah was about to lead Israel; but he could "not go over thither." In this again, the shadow of
the substance, the figure of the reality, he too "for the joy that was set before Him, endured"
death; for the former only came by way of the latter. And "God buried him," the only man of whom
this is written. Even the dust of this wonderful deliverer, because he figured the spotless,
unblemished character of the Lamb of God, is preserved from prying, profane eyes. For it is
written that "no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.” God may have raised him from the
dead, as the further figure of Him "of Whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write." Of this
we are assured, that Moses died. And thus Israel are ready for their inheritance.

THE CANAANITES

These people were the children of Canaan, the son of Ham, upon whom the curse of Noah
rested. His name means "merchant,” in the sense of a peddler, one who stoops down and lays
out his goods for display, seeking to entice men to buy his wares. This is in perfect accord with
the teaching of Ephesians, where we are exhorted "to stand against all the wiles of the devil;" for
he is a Canaanite. He lays down before us all the glory of this world, as he did to our conquering
Head , that we may buy his goods at the runious price of the loss of our inheritance. And the devil
is not alone. Canaan had a large progeny. They covered the land of promise, and they had cities
great and secure, "walled up to heaven." They were intrenched there and it was no weakling arm
that could dislodge them. These answer to "the principalities and powers in the heavenlies," or as
the revisers translate - "the world rulers of this darkness." Thus Satan and his princes work thru
the evil in a world that is under their sway. Darkness is in their power. It is their dominion. "God is
light;" thus darkness is His opposite. And our armor is therefore "the armor of light." As was
stated, these Canaanites did not take kindly to Israel. They considered them intruders in their
domain and treated them as such. They did not yield possession without a desperate struggle.
And we need not be surprised at this; rather it would be strange if they did not endeavor to hold



their own. For notice that this was their land for ages. Israel had no apparent title to it except that
which the Word of God gave to them. The Lord claimed it and counted the Canaanites as
usurpers of His land. He commanded Joshua to be strong and of good courage, that He,
Jehovah, would be with him and "that no man would be able to stand against him," as he,
Joshua, went on in obedience to the Lord.

The very same is true of the heavenlies which answer to the land of Canaan. It is ours only
because God has said it. Satan yet claims it and endeavors to hold it with an iron grasp. He has
had possession for ages, and it would be strange indeed if he surrendered without a fight. It is no
marvel that he "transforms himself into an angel of light," he who is the epitome of darkness, that
he might deceive the elect, and persuade them to build up something great and high in the world
so that they will be satisfied with their possessions here and thus not invade his princely realm.
He will not put up much of a fight until we rise up and begin to enter Canaan. He will never resist
us while we "walk as men." We may do all the good works we desire; feed the poor, clothe the
hungry, build almshouses, hospitals and even fine churches with towers. O yes, he loves towers,
and he will never bother. We may even say more. Satan will let us organize, count our great
numbers, exalt ourselves in any way we desire and will not disturb us in any measure, if we will
only allow him to remain in undisturbed possession of the heavenlies. "He blinds the minds of
them that believe not, lest the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine in their hearts" - 2 Cor. 4:4. This does not include the sinners only, but also the
saints, as is very manifest by all the man-made religious organizations in Christendom. The devil
has successfully blinded many of God's true saints by the glitter of the world. They have
inspected his goods and they have found them too desirable to resist - the conversion of the
world, the taking of cities for Christ, the building of grand temples for God, with wonderful pipe
organs, enticing music with enthusiastic reports of world-wide revivals, etc. These have all been
snares of Satan to keep the Lord's people out of their portion in the heavenlies.

THE DIVINE PURPOSE

For all these years since Christ ascended, this arch-enemy has succeeded in blinding the
majority of the saints to God's primary purpose for this dispen- sation -- "to take out of the
Gentiles a people for His name" -- Acts 15:14. The Father is concerned with the getting of a Bride
for His Son. He is not a whit interested in the conversion of the world. His Son will attend to that
when His Bride is with Him. That will be their united work. How blessed for us to work in harmony
with the Father even now and be instrumental in His hands in building up this woman, "the
assembly glorious," who is to be presented "without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, holy and
without blemish” - Eph. 5:27. She will truly be a help meet for Christ, a full grown woman capable
of assuming her place on the judgment seat with the "Son of Man," and judge this world. She
must of necessity have judged it previously by appropriating her heavenly place of "oneness with
Christ." She must thus have faced the principalities and powers of Satan in the heavenlies and
successfully withstood and conquered them by faith in the victory of the cross. She condemns the
world by this attitude, thus affirming that she is in rejection with her Lord and Master. She waits
His time to be applauded and approved. She is not playing her part to be seen of man. She
shines only for Christ now; later she will shine with Him. She thus reckons with God and knows
"no man after the flesh;" "for if one died for all, then all died" - 2 Cor. 5. The devil's power is that
of craft and deceit. He is the "father of lies." He will give you the world in whatever form suits you
best, be it religious or otherwise. There is one point more to be borne in mind in order to read
clearly the spiritual meaning in these types; that while our conflict is with the wicked spirits, these
are only the "rulers," the principals. They use the men, the old creation, as the instruments of our
defeat. Thus the fight often seems against "flesh and blood." It is because the wicked spirits
identify themselves with, and exercise dominion over the old creation. Satan seldom appears
openly as Satan. He has many attractive disguises. Pride, self-will, self-exaltation and ambition
manifest his kingdom, and sway the minds and thus the hearts of men. And remember that the
"old man" even in the Lord's people is susceptible to Satan's dominating presence unless kept in
the death state by faith in God's Word.
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A MIS-USED TOOL

A. S. Copley

A critic sat upon his bench.
The Bible on a stand,



And in his ready hand

Was seen a workman's useful wrench.

The Book he seemed to love indeed,

But as he read, he gazed

And always was amazed

That few folk ever gave him heed.

He prized his own strait rule of six,

And measured all who passed.

Some walked too slow, or fast.

Oh, how he toiled their ways to fix.

So when his word would none correct,

He quickly threw the wrench,

Tho' that did never quench

His jealous ire, nor good effect.

How sad to think that none but |

Is good. How small a brain

And heart. It gives one pain.

O save from such a state, we cry.

A wrench is made to tighten nuts,

But not to righten wrongs.

We live by grace, not tongs.

Self-judgment saves from critic ruts.
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TWO DIVISIONS

There are two divisions to the book of Joshua. The first division, twelve chapters, gives the
entrance into the land. The second division, also twelve chapters, has for its general subject the
land portioned out to the tribes. The power and might of Jehovah are present when they enter
Canaan. The enemy is not in sight. And observe that there is no conflict until they are across the
river; then they themselves are the aggressors. So with us. The work of Christ on Calvary is that
which has carried us thru death, giving us our place in the heavenlies. Then our part commences.
For to be practically in possession of our inheritance we must wrest it from Satan.

ISRAEL IN THE LAND

THE FIRST DIVISION

Chapters 1-12

INTRODUCTORY

Chapter 1

"NOW AFTER THE DEATH OF MOSES THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, it came to pass, that
the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead,;
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, unto the land which | do give
them, even to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that
have | given unto you as | said unto Moses" - Chap. 1:1.

The first chapter is mainly an introduction, stating the principles which govern all the advance of
Israel and their every victory. Moses is no longer with them. They have another leader, Joshua,
"Moses' servant." The latter figures Christ as Prophet and Deliverer; Christ before His death, as a
Man among men. Joshua the son of Nun, figures Christ in resurrection, acting by the Holy Spirit
in His people. "Nun" means fish, the most prolific of creatures. He emphasizes the wonderful
results of Christ's death. He came forth from the waters of judgment, the place of the fish, thus
becoming fruitful. So it is Joshua who leads the people into the land. Moses is called the "servant
of the Lord," the picture of Jehovah's perfect Servant, the Son of God; but Joshua is named
"Moses' minister," type of the Holy Spirit, who is servant to Christ, waiting upon Him.

Notice that it is Jehovah Himself who summons the people to enter and take possession: the one
and only requirement for this being the energy of faith. "Every place that the sole of your foot
shall tread upon, that have | given unto you." Next, the definite limits of their land, for the time
then present, are mentioned. For observe that these are not the final limits of the promised
inheritance. Jehovah's words to Abraham, "unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of
Egypt, unto the great river, the river Euphrates” (Gen. 15:18), have not yet been fulfilled. Israel
have never possessed this vast extent of territory. The river of Egypt, the Nile, bounds their land



on the South, so that part of the very country over which Joseph their great kinsman reigned,
belongs to them in the purposes of God. The "land of the Hittites," went up far beyond Lebanon to
the Euphrates; all of which, to the coast of the Mediterranean, is also secured to Israel by
promise, waiting only to be actually possessed by their faith.

But why the failure at this time to receive the inheritance? This is a most important question. It
has much instruction for us. Listen! They were under the legal covenant from Sinai, and the
promise to Abraham of these vast dimensions was in absolute grace - no conditions attached
whatever. Abraham's faith in God's promise was all the requirement. And this is the manner in
which the nation will finally enter into these possessions - bankrupt, but for the mercy of God. "He
that hath an ear let him hear."

The "law worketh wrath," and not favor, from God. Why? Because we cannot fulfill its
requirements, and consequently it brings condemnation. We can never enter Canaan under
condemnation. Its very atmosphere is love, joy and peace. It is the home of "no condemnation,"
the place of sonship, our Father's house. "It is a land which the Lord thy, God careth for; the eyes
of the Lord thy God are always upon it. It drinketh water of the rain of heaven" - Deut. 11:12. It is
a heavenly land, breathing of fragrance and flowers, the Eden of the new creation, the Paradise
of God.

A COMFORTING WORD

"There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as | was with
Moses, so will | be with thee, | will not fail thee nor forsake thee. Be strong and of a good
courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which | sware unto their
father to give them." This is the mighty God of Israel speaking to Joshua, and inspiring him with
courage in the fact, that he, Joshua, is not dependent upon his own strength for victory. The Lord
does not ask impossible things. He is aware that the Canaanites are far stronger than Israel. This
is the reason He is encouraging Joshua by His Word. Faith in the latter is all they need. And this
is the most precious experience that a creature can know - a realization of his identification with
the Lord, companion- ship, communion and perfect security - his all the weakness, poverty and
need; the Lord's all the wisdom, the power and the might. Well may Jehovah say to them, "Be
strong and of a good courage," because the strength needed is not our own, but His. We may
then appropriate His strength and thus honor Him who has identified His glory with our blessing.
And it takes great courage, the virtue born of faith to walk into the land according to the Word of
the Lord, and take it away from a people greater and stronger in every way than ourselves.

"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous and then thou shalt make thy way prosperous and then thou shalt have
good success." Here is the sole condition of success and prosperity in the land laid down for us --
meditation in the Scriptures, and a walking in obedience thereto. The Scriptures were to become
a part of them, even as the cud which the cow chews, and thus were to govern their every action.
Nothing was left to expediency or chance. Their maneuvering and diplomacy were not needed in
this engagement. "What saith the Lord?" was the only and absolute arbiter. And there was no
allowance nor excuse made for ignorance. Such a contingency was not even hinted at, much
less expected. The Scriptures were easy of access and all Israel were responsible to study and
know them. "And thou shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house and when thou walkest by
the way and when thou liest down and when thou risest up.”

GOD'S VOICE TODAY

Now, the Lord is not a whit less regardless of His Word today. He still expects His people to hear
and heed its voice, not alone as to conduct and walk, but also as to order and government in the
assembly. Especially does He hold the Church responsible to accept and study all the epistles of
Paul; for while all Scripture was written for us, these latter, were written of us. They contain the
truth for the Church exclusively, and we are expected to walk accordingly. This is not law. It is
privilege. We are called to obedience, the obedience of sonship. "Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" is the voice of the new man. He has come to do the will of God. This is in contrast to the
rebellion and disobedience of the old man. Now the will of God is expressed in the Scriptures,
and our first duty as His children is to study and learn these oracles, not just enough to quote a
few verses, but a study of each book separately that we may learn its scope and fulness; for each
epistle has its own individual purpose. God would have us to understand all His counsels
regarding us. He would have us to know what and who we are, that we might live and act in the



power of such knowledge. It is lamentable that the Lord's people are in such ignorance
concerning His purposes, and are seemingly content to be so. The most of them do not know the
truth when they hear it, which accounts for the wide-spread reception of error, even on the part of
His children who make a great profession. They are still infants, "tossed and whirled about with
every wind of doctrine in the trickery of men" (Eph. 4:14); for the "Word of His grace" alone is
able to build them up. It is the building material of the new creation, and no one grows up apart
from a continual appropriation of this wholesome diet. It puts brawn and muscle on the structure
of the inward man. Many of God's people are too busy to sit down and let the Holy Spirit guide
them into all the truth. They say, "There is too much to be done, too many people going to hell for
us to be still and learn;" yet God allowed Paul to be imprisoned for years that he might set quiet
enough to learn and fully set forth the Word of God, "the secret, that having been hid from the
ages and from the generations" - Col. 1:25, 26, Gr.

THE GREAT MYSTERY

To Paul alone was revealed "the mystery of Christ," that is, the union of Christ and His Church -
"the assembly glorious." This was a secret hidden in God. It is too great for the mind of man to
conceive, that God should condescend to His creatures so marvelously, as to take them up into
such a oneness with Himself. It is difficult to grasp its fulness even after we are assured of the
truth, because of the limitations and frailties of this body of our humiliation. Nevertheless, God
has done the unthinkable. He has taken man up into an eternal embrace, never to let him go.
And He has done this just because it was His good pleasure to do so, not on any basis of merit in
man. No, it was just the opposite. It was our demerit, our unworthiness, which called forth this
grace on His part. This is the marvel of it all. It calls upon all that is within us to praise Him. We
are what we are "by the grace of God."And this was Paul's message to us, the power of which
made this man a stranger in the world, an alien to his father's house. He became the glad and
happy "prisoner of the Lord" -- a bond-slave of Jesus Christ, that would not be free if he could.
Like the Hebrew slave, he had his ear nailed to his Master's house and he was captive forever
(Ex. 21:7). He loved his Master and his Master's child- ren, and sought their good all the days of
his life. He longed that they might know all that God had purposed for them, by His grace, that
they might profit thereby. Let us hear and heed his writings, which were left to us at the sacrifice
of this dear man's life. He counted not his life dear unto himself that he might be enabled to
declare the whole counsel of God. We are responsible to receive his message. He is our Apostle,
entrusted with the Gospel of grace for the Gentiles. And more - unless we appropriate his
teaching, we will never attain to the great and wonderful place in the ages to come to which we
have been destined by the eternal counsel of God; for as we are learning here, in type, we must
enter in by faith in the Word of God, and stand upon our possessions against all the power and
craft of Satan.

JESUS IS THE SAME

Paul N. Smith

There is no sorrow that cannot touch His heart

Or stir within Him a compassionate flame.

The cry of anguish, the sigh of grief;

The secret tears that bring no relief -

He knows! and whispers, "l am the same.”

He is the one Who saw the grieving widow

And beheld the bier that held her only boy.

Her night of sorrow, her painful tears

That spread downward mixed with mortal fears --

He saw! and mended her heart with joy.

He it is who heard that friend Lazarus lay dying;

His impulse to go, yet He remained unmoved.

Tho' disciples urged; two sisters' hearts sad,

Then, He could not go; Father's will forbade.

But He came! thus faith God's glory proved.

He is the same today as in yesteryear,

He knows. He sees. He comes to ev'ry seeking heart.

No sorrow too deep; no trial too great;

No pain too fierce, He's ne'er too late,



He's here! and faith knows He'll ne'er depart.

RAHAB THE HARLOT

Chapter 2

"AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN SENT OUT FROM SHITTIM TWO MEN AS SPIES
SERETLY, SAYING, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went and came into a harlot's
house whose name was Ralab!" Here at the outset we have sketched for us a most impressive
scene of the grace of God. While this is without doubt a dispensational picture of the nations who
will turn to God when His judgments are about to fall on the world; yet she is also representative
of those in any age, who are saved from wrath by faith in the Word of Jehovah, at the mouth of
His servants. What did Rahab do to merit this salvation? She simply acted her faith by hiding the
spies. She has been accused of lying when seeking to protect them. Well if so, this made her no
worse than she was before, rather it was a sign of a change. Heretofore she had lied to protect or
further her own interests; but now she lies for the good of others. We read nothing as to her
change of conduct, tho no doubt this followed; but the emphasis here is upon her faith. God
always puts first things first. And these spies went to this harlot's house because the Lord
directed them there. The results prove this.

If such a thing would happen today, no matter what the outcome, there would be an awful
scandal, and advice galore to the guilty culprits, with a much quoting of, "abstain from every
appearance of evil," tho it might be very evident that they," were in the will of God. And by the
way, that verse reads in the revised version, "abstain from every form of evil." "Form" is quite
different from "appearance." The Lord Jesus Himself could not abstain from the latter. Many
occurrences in His life prove this statement, as for instance, allowing His disciples to walk thru
the fields and pluck the ears of corn on the Sabbath (Luke 7:1), which certainly had the
appearance of evil in the eyes of the Jews. Also notice the Pharisees' objection to His disciples
eating with unwashed hands (Matt. 15:1). The old man will always find "the appearance of evil" in
the Christ life if he is looking for it. God Himself cannot please him; therefore we need not be
disappointed if we fail to measure up to his requirements. Let us, like Paul, be ambitious to be
well pleasing to the Lord. We may safely leave the results with Him.

SAVED BY GRACE

Observe that this "awful woman," this harlot, is reckoned among those in the line of promise in
the genealogy of the blessed Lord. She is one among five women that have this honor, all of
whom have a flaw, either in their character, lineage, or reputation. God delights to blow upon the
pride of man. His self- righteousness is particularly seen as filthy rags when the Lord shines in
upon him. Rahab has absolutely no righteousness in which to trust, no "good character" to
recommend her to Jehovah; but she has faith which is far better than character when dealing with
Him. She has the faith of a poor sinner that will not let Him go. She proves her faith by her works
of which James speaks (Jas. 4:25); but these good works do not justify her before God, which is
what Paul says absolutely (Rom. 4:7). She hides the spies; identifies herself with them in their
danger because she believes that these men have told her the truth. She has faith in their word,
which is the Word of God, and thereby she has her name enrolled upon His Hall of Fame - Heb.
11.

Rahab was deeply convinced of the condition and doom of Jericho. She knew that God had given
the whole land of Canaan to Israel. Rumors had reached the inhabitants of the great host of
people that were coming up out of the wilderness, conquering as they came. And she repented,
because she believed the tidings of judgment which were about to fall. She said, "As soon as we
heard these things, our heartsd did melt." And then there was prayer - "l pray you, swear unto me
by the Lord." How manifest is the work of the Holy Spirit in this narrative! How fragrant is His
presence in this "place of fragrance," Jericho, tho the savor is of quite a different character. The
one was a savor of the world in all its beauty and grandeur; the other of heaven in all its holiness
and glory. Rahab had the choice, to go down in the ruin of the one, or to go up in the blessing of
the other.

Rahab's confession of faith in Jehovah and in His omnipresence and power is beautifully
expressed - "Jehovah your God, He is God in heaven above and in earth beneath." Then her
faith waxes bold. She puts in her plea for mercy, in which she includes all of her house. And the
men of God answer for Him. They promptly and confidently pledge themselves to the fullest
extent of her request.

But Rahab is not yet satisfied. She requests a further favor, a token from them, and the men are



able to agree to this. They give her a scarlet cord or rope, the same one by which they make their
escape out of the window. This sign, or token is to hang there as protection to that house when
the messengers of judgment come to Jericho. Every one, sheltered in that house shall be safe, is
the promise of the men of God. We note the similarity to the blood-sprinkled houses in Egypt
which the destroying angel passed by (Ex. 13). There is a scarlet line for faith to hang on running
all down the ages since the fall of our first parents - the blood - the sure and only safe token that
will secure a poor sinner in the day of judgment; of which fact the Word of God continually
testifies. And Rahab not only received assurance for herself, but true to the meaning of her
name, "enlargement," she takes in her whole house. Faith in her rises to the occasion. She
seizes the opportunity to claim much from the Lord: father, mother, sister, brother, friend, all that
she can get into her house are included in the promise of safety given to her. That is surely some
faith. She had a grasp of the mercy of God that few Christians today possess. Typically she saw
Christ nailed to the cross, even as the scarlet cord was nailed to the wood of the window, by
which she and her family were protected and by which they escaped.

The men tarry three days, a hint at resurrection, after their escape from death, in the city of
Jericho, type of the world under the judgment of God. It is as tho they rose from the dead. And
notice that immediately after their return to the camp of Israel the command is given to pass over
Jordan - to actually make the fact of their death and resurrection practical in their life. Thus they
stand as it were for the whole house of Israel.

OVERCOMERS THRU CHRIST

A. S. Copley

| have paid thy debt upon the cruel tree;

From thy sin and sickness thou hast been made free;

Under Satan's thralldom thou shalt never be;

| have overcome for thee.

Thou art under grace; let everybody see,

From the law of condemnation thou art free:

Sin shall never have dominion over thee:

| have overcome for thee.

Thou shalt overcome thru faith alone in me,

Resting on my promise, effortless and free;

Satan aye resisting, he must surely flee;

| have overcome for thee.

Thou shalt wear a crown in gloryland with me,

Having overcome, and from all bondage free,

All My wealth of glory thou shalt surely see;

| have overcome for thee.

THE CROSSING OF JORDAN

Chapter 3

"AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN THE PEOPLE REMOVED FROM THEIR TENTS TO PASS
OVER JORDAN, THE PRIESTS BEARING THE ARK OF THE COVENANT BEFORE THE
PEOPLE; as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan and the feet of the priests that bare
the ark were dipped in the edge of the water ... that the waters failed and were cut off, and the
people passed over opposite Jericho" - V. 16. Here we are confronted with another most vivid
representation of Calvary and the work that Christ accomplished there for us. We have already
seen this figured in the passage thru the Red Sea, but with this difference -- their wilderness
journey commenced with the latter crossing and ended with this crossing of the Jordan. Israel are
now in the land. They are no more wanderers going round and round in the some path without
making any progress. They have now put their feet upon their inheritance. This figures wonderful
victory, even tho they have to fight to maintain their position.

The wilderness as we have intimated, was necessary. They must go this way; otherwise they
would never know their deep need of deliverance. We have already learned that the Red Sea
crossing figures not only Christ's death, but our death with Him - death to sin and the law. This
truth is set forth by the Apostle Paul in the book of Romans. He there dwells on our condition as
sinners in the first Adam - ungodly, helpless and enemies of God; then proceeds to show our
condition thru the last Adam - Christ. He gives there a backward glance at what we were, at what
we deserved and at what we received in our Substitute, viz: death. Resurrection, tho implied in



Romans, is not dwelt upon there. We have a suggestion of the "newness of life" and the "likeness
of His resurrection," in which we are called to walk; but we must go on to Ephesians, the book in
the New Testament which answers to Joshua, to find the further fact that we were not only raised
up together with Christ, but were also seated together with Him in the heavenlies. Here it is our
death which is implied; and our resurrection dwelt upon. So in the Old Testament, as well as in
the New, these different phases of the truth are given us, as it were separately, that we may
consider them apart and thus get a fuller understanding of each.

Thus, it is resurrection with Christ and our heavenly place that are strikingly portrayed in the
crossing of the Jordan, tho our death is not omitted. But it is the Ephesian side of Calvary which
is here figured. And observe also that this is a figure of Calvary which pertains to the Church
only, while the crossing of the Red Sea, is the figure of Calvary for Israel and the nations. That is,
only of the Church has it been written, that God "hath raised us up together and made us sit
together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus." All the saved before and after this age, are "in

Christ" - a new creation; but all are not joined to Him - a heavenly people. The phrase "in Christ,"
is in contrast with, "in Adam." The two heads of our race, the natural and spiritual, are thus
viewed as to their responsibility - the one taking us down with him, the other raising us up. In 1
Cor. 15:45-49, the Apostle contrasts these two heads and their progeny. Note especially, that "as
we have borne the image of the earthy” - been like the first Adam - "we shall also bear the image
of the heavenly" - we shall share the full, heavenly triumph and glory of Christ, the last Adam.
DETAILS OF THE CROSSING

"Notice that the ark has to go before the people, thus teaching that it is the power of all that
follows - the parted waters and safety for all Israel. And this is jealously maintained; for it is two
thousand cubits (three fifths of a mile), that separate it from the people who walk in the path it
opens. The ark is Christ, the provision of
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Jehovah, that He might dwell amidst a sinful nation. It carried a blood-sprinkled mercy seat - the
propitiation for sin. How necessary then the insistence upon the full length of the separation
between that peerless work and all that which should follow. The ark leads the way into death -
Jordan. All that they had to do was walk in, as the way opened.

And then it is said that now, upon the day that they cross Jordan, will Joshua be honored in the
sight of all the people - the living Christ glorified in that which His death has accomplished. All
enemies must give way when God rises up in the power of this accomplished work and manifests
Himself for Christ, in behalf of His people. In the face of such omnipotence, what are seven
nations that they dare stand against Israel? They are all mentioned, the Canaanite heading the
list, an exhibition of the Lord supreme over all the power of the enemy.

The ark is here called, "The ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth." Satan has usurped
power over all the earth. He is at present called the "god of this world" because man, to whom
God gave dominion, has yielded obedience to Satan instead of to God, the rightful Sovereign. But
Christ has come and redeemed this world back from the hand of the enemy and thus has made
God, "Lord of all the earth." We do not yet see all this outwardly manifested; for fallen man is still
under the sway of the devil; but the basis for it has been laid at Calvary; and our eyes shall one
day behold "God all in all, all rule and all authority and power" subdued before Him.

"Jordan fills all its banks all the time of harvest" - death was not robbed of its terrors when Christ
rolled back its waters. He met the full judgment for sin. The wrath of God was not mitigated for
Him. It was a reality; the more so, as His holy soul recoiled from God's anger against sin. But
thus only could He redeem man. Jordan must be crossed; its flood stopped so that the waters of
death should not come near His people. It was our penalty He bore, our judgment He met at
Calvary. He was there made sin for us. He there tasted death for every man. The full measure of
judgment due for the sins of the whole human race there fell upon Him. All the waves and billows
of God's wrath went over Him that its force might be stayed for us. At Calvary, Jordan filled its
banks. It was its time of harvest.

MOTORING TO GLORY

Mary M. Bodie

Out of the heat of the city street,

Out of its defiling air,

We'll mount and soar to the heavenly shore



In our airplane new and fair,

To the land of day where the giants are gay,

In that peaceful, pure abode.

Free from sin and strife

By river of life,

We will motor on the golden road.

Our speeding boat on the air will float,

By the Word of God most true.

Our heart is light with the hope of the flight

When we bid this old world adieu,

And no danger scare will meet us up there,

As our Pilot calls, "Arise."

Away from the din,

We will upward spin,

To the city of God in the skies.

There'll be no stop in that glory hop -

E'en as the lightning we'll speed.

A record great will be marked on the slate,

That no one will ever exceed.

Oh, that golden plane with its wings of flame,

Will ascend and roar and win.

Witb its holy freight,

It will reach the gate

Of Jehovah's celestial Inn.

THE TWELVE STONES

Chapter 4

THE LORD SPAKE UNTO JOSHUA, SAYING, Take ye twelve men out of the people, out of
every tribe a man" - Vs. 1, 2. Joshua now according to the Word of God commands twelve men,
one chosen from each tribe, representative of the whole nation, to take up twelve stones out of
the bed of the river from the very place where the priest's feet stood who bore the ark. These
stones were placed in their lodging-place that night as a memorial. Then Joshua himself puts
twelve other stones (which he had carried with him) into the river, at the very spot from whence
the first had been taken. O, this is all most wonderful to the spiritual mind! The harmony and the
perfect spiritual order in these things is marvelous. This is no haphazard history written by a mere
man. The most minute wisdom governs all.

Now for the interpretation. Christ has gone thru death for us, as figured by the ark. He has
pushed back its waters. All its billows and waves went over Him. And that death was our death. It
was burdened with the weight of our sins. He bore the wrath and curse of God which rested upon
us. Now we who believe in Him are dead, having died in Him. This is not experience. This is a
fact independent of our faith; tho our faith brings us a most wonderful experience of victory over
sin and the devil. We have died with Christ. We ourselves do not die; but as identified with Adam,
we died: we are "dead to sin," "dead to the law," "crucified to the world ;" "our old man was
crucified with Him." These are all absolute statements of the living God, eternal facts, and are to
be made practical by a daily reckoning with God who counts the things that be not as tho they
were. Thus the stones, which were left in the bed of Jordan, prefigure us. Notice that it was
Joshua, type of Christ, who put them there. Even the twelve living men who carried twelve stones
out, had no part in putting the stones into Jordan. Thus the type answers wondrously to the
doctrine. We have no part in our death except to believe the fact. We do not kill ourselves by
inches nor all at once; neither do trials, afflictions nor persecutions put us to death. We died with
Christ "unto sin once;" that is the old man: but we are alive forevermore in Christ; this is the new
man. We do not feel our death; but we do feel our life, even as the living men carried twelve
stones out of Jordan. They represent the whole of the Church raised up out of death and seated
in the heavenlies. We left the old man in the river of death. We now have our standing before
God in Christ - a new creation. God never sees us in the flesh or Adam after we have accepted
Christ. We have the flesh in us, but we must distinguish between our present flesh, or the earthen
vessel, and our former old man. The latter is never said to be in us, but is spoken of as having
been "put off* (Col. 3:9); that is, we who believe are not identified any more with the old creation.



The old person has passed out of existence according to God, tho the fleshly nature is still there;
but for this we are not responsible. Our responsibility is to believe God, and thus we give Him the
opportunity to undertake and give the victory "for sin shall not have dominion over you for ye are
not under the law, but under grace." That is, we have the sure Word of the Lord that sin shall not
be ruler over the one who reckons with God. We thus put all the responsibility upon Him. This is
really what being "under grace" means. To be "under law" is to be under responsibility.

And this is the typical import of the water-covered stones. They were not seen any more. They
were buried; for so we treat dead men. And the other twelve stones taken out of the river and set
up upon dry ground, are a further unfolding of the distinct change which took place in our
standing. "If any man be in Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed away;
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behold, all things are become new" - 2 Cor. 5:17. The absoluteness of the above statement is
justified by the fact that it is spoken of a man "in Christ." It does not refer to experience or state,
but to the new creation.

TYPICAL TEACHING

Thus even the type shows this out clearly. The living men are identified with the stones which are
taken out of Jordan. They themselves carry them out. That is, we are raised out of death and we
feel the change which has taken place. The ark, Christ, came up out of the water and we came
up with Him a new creation. All that is true of the Head, is true of every member of His body; even
as all that pertained to the first Adam was true of the whole race. The one is just as absolute as
the other. We cannot make this too emphatic. There is no such teaching known in the Scripture
as a patched up old creation. Christ brought forth a new creation. Christ's death was our death;
His grave was our grave; His resurrection was our resurrection, and now His life is our life. But
resurrection means more than just receiving a new life. It has reference to a coming up out of
death. It separates the living from the dead and the saint from the sinner. Christ is the heavenly
one; "and as is the heavenly such are they that are heavenly" - 1 Cor. 15:48.

And these are facts which are ever to be remembered. The memorial stones set up there in
Canaan, were no more intended for their eyes than for our admonition. They happened unto
them, it is true; but for our sakes they were written. We are responsible to read and understand
these types that we may walk in the power of such knowledge. Jordan's waters are dried up for
all God's people; but alas, how few take advantage of this fact, and live in the power of
resurrection. And observe that after "all Israel have clean passed over Jordan," that its waters
again "returned unto their place and flowed over all its banks." That is death is still a reality for all
those who do not accept the judgment meted out to Christ on Calvary. They will have to meet
sure appointment with death themselves (which Christ has already met), but that is not all. "After
death the judgment,” and this latter is eternal.

FEASTING AND PRAISING

A. S. Copley

Since the face of Christ | see,

And His Power makes me free,

| shall His forever be;

Praise the Lord!

Since the Spirit has control,

And His presence fills my soul,

How the waves of glory roll,

Praise the Lord!

Since the Savior's side did rend,

His abundant grace to lend,

He will keep me to the end,

Praise the Lord!

Since the spirit came in power,

| have found the truth a tower,

Giving victory every hour,

Praise the Lord!

Since I'm in the promised land,

| have found a heavenly band,



Where the Lord is in command,

Praise the Lord!

We are looking to that shore,

Where we have eternal store -

Even Christ whom we adore,

Praise the Lord!

Since the fellowship | know

Of the Savior here below.

How my heart with love doth glow,

Praise the Lord!

Since the second coming ray,

| am longing for that day,

When He'll catch His Bride away,

Praise the Lord!

On a promise | am resting praise the Lord!

And this Christian life I'm testing by the Word.

On the upward journey going,

And in Christ a daily growing,

On the Bread of life I'm feasting,

Praise the Lord!

GILGAL AND JERICHO

Chapter 5

"AND IT CAME TO PASS that when all the kings of the Amorites which were on this side of
Jordan westward, and all the kings of the canaanites which were by the Sea heard that the Lord
had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over,
that their hearts melted, neither was there spirit found in them any more because of the children
of Israel" - V. 1. The news of the wonderful deliverance which Jehovah wrought for Israel, fills the
inhabitants of the land with terror. They become faint before the people who have such a God,;
their hearts melt and there is no spirit left in them. Satan cowers before the people who stand in
the victory of the cross; for the resurrection of Christ was the utter and eternal defeat of all the
power of the devil. God raised up His Son "for our justification.” He points to this display of His
power as that of His mightiest achievement; because therein is laid the basis for the fulfillment of
all His purposes for man. God challenges the universe to lay anything to the charge of His elect,
those whom He justifies. Israel, tho a great host, would have been as nothing compared to the
swarming population of Canaan; but God was with the former and the battle was the Lord's.

"At that time Jehovah said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives and circumcise the children of
Israel the second time ... And it came to pass when they had done circumcising all the people
that they abode still in their places in the camp till they were whole. And the Lord said unto
Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of
the place is called Gilgal unto this day." Gilgal is the first camp of the new creation. It is the
lodging place of this host of the Lord in the heavenly land. Here the stones were pitched; and it is
to this place the tribes constantly return after each battle. It is their headquarters, as it were, the
first place their feet stood after their miraculous deliverance from Jordan. The rolling waters of the
latter, they could view from this vantage point and rejoice in the fact that they had passed over
untouched by its waves and its billows; and that no power of the enemy was able to force them
back on the other side. Here was the place, where they proved that God was for them; and this
assures them that no man can be against them. Furthermore, it is here the stones abide a
constant witness that Israel came over Jordan on dry land.

All this is full of instruction for us. The fact of resurrection is our impregnable defense - a
stronghold in every battle, a returning place in every victory. We are really safe in no other
retreat; for it is only as standing Christ's victory that Satan cannot touch us. He actually fears us
when we maintain this attitude; for the "Seed of the woman" has crushed the serpent's head. He
has received his deadly wound already. Christ's resurrection is the eternal defeat of the devil, but
our eternal victory. We are "more than conquerors thru Him that loved us," and Satan is well
aware of this fact. He is delighted when we leave Gilgal, our place of strength, and sally forth in
our own wisdom or power; for he knows that we are no match for him then. And it is in this place,
that we learn our need of circumcision, the absolute necessity of which, we realize afresh after



every battle and consequent victory.

CIRCUMCISION

It is from the fact of circumcision that Gilgal gets its name; for when Israel are all circumcised,
Jehovah says, "This day have | rolled away the reproach of Egypt;" so the place is called Gilgal,
"a rolling away." Now "the reproach of Egypt" was the fact of their bondage there. Israel were
slaves. Pharaoh was their master, and that servitude was galling for the people, God's chosen
free men, who were still in Egypt; which latter is a figure of the world in its independence, away
from God, doing its own will, following its own way. And this is sin - "All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way: and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us
all." Our way of self-will is the way of sin, and "sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 14:34).
When we are awakened to our condition, by the Spirit of God, the misery of our bondage is
deeply humiliating, especially the fact revealed to us by repeated failure, that we are unable to
break the chains which bind us. And the bondage seems to increase, the more we endeavor to
extricate ourselves. We could almost wish, like Israel in Egypt, that Moses and Aaron had not
appeared with promises of freedom. But this is really the way out. Had Israel been content to
serve Pharaoh, they no doubt, would only have proved that they were really Egyptians and not
Hebrews; for the latter do not dwell in Egypt nor serve its master, after they hear of their promised
freedom. God says, "All Israel" came up out of Egypt, upon that memorable night when the blood
was sprinkled upon the doorposts and lintels of their dwelling (Ex. 12:4). Jehovah publicly claims
His people now, tho they were His prior to this time, because of His sovereign, eternal choice the
man Abraham. But on that never-to be-forgotten night of the sprinkled blood, they began their
journey out of Egypt. And observe this fact, God never again refers to them as dwelling there; tho
they are often rebellious and disobedient.

Now see the lesson here. Jehovah delivered Israel from Egypt upon the ground of the shed
blood, and not because of any merit of their own; consequently they were never sent back
because of any demerit. The blood alone was the basis of the separation between Egyptian and
Israelite, not good conduct, morality, nor character. And this is the only basis of Christian
fellowship today. The blood abides the constant witness that there in a separation between
believer and unbeliever. We who have, with the hyssop of faith, sprinkled the blood upon the
doorpost of our hearts, are not of the world, tho living in the world. The separation is just as real
and entire as that of Israel from Egypt, tho not as minifest to the eye. God never sees us any
more as serving sin or living in the world, tho to the natural man there may seem very little
difference. And sometimes the Israelite may appear even more perverse and stubborn than the
Egyptian; but God looketh upon the heart. He claims for His own, that one who has faith in His
Son. He sees the blood and is satisfied. Now this is a hard saying, we know; and there are many
who refuse to believe the sovereign, unchangeable grace of God. But the fact remains just the
same; our unbelief does not make the Word of God of none effect. "Let God be true and every
man a liar;" for it is written when God "sees the blood," not our good works, He "will pass over."
REPROACH OF EGYPT

And yet after we are out of Egypt under shelter of the blood of Jesus; we may still bear "the
reproach of Egypt" - sin may still in some measure have dominion. Israel came out of Egypt a
circumcised people, as souls in the first joy of salvation devote themselves to God; but they came
into a wilderness in which they lingered, refusing to go on and up into the promised land. They
remained in the desert where they soon lost their circumcised, consecrated character, and they
neglected the rite of circumcision. The toil of the way was no doubt an excuse from the painful
cutting, and it soon dropped out of their lives altogether. But God had not forgotten it; for notice,
as soon as they are over Jordan, the Word of the Lord arouses them to action. It is true they
entered Canaan uncircumcised; but they are unable to go up and possess the land in this
condition. "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?" The new man
only comes into possession of the heavenlies. Circumcision is the assenting of our hearts to the
judgment of God upon the flesh; thus having no confidence in this power or ability.

The lesson emphasized by the fact of the failure of Israel to circumcise, while in the wilderness,
is, that power for the mortification of the flesh - power to keep it in the death state, cannot be
maintained merely by the joy of salvation - deliverance from Egypt. This is only the negative side.
There must be the positive - an entrance into the land, an appropriation of our heavenly portion,
the joy of what lies beyond this world, thru which we are passing. We must realize a greater
attraction, a divine pull, an upward calling, before which, the attractions of the world will wane and



fade away. And this is God's plan and purpose. He desires that we put our feet upon our
possessions in the heavenlies; for then our feet will mire no more in the slush and mud of earthly
things. And notice further, the uncircumcised cannot eat the passover (Ex. 12:48). That is,
redemption fails to satisfy those who do not judge the flesh as having been cut off at the cross.
The pilgrimage here, which should be a delight, becomes a weariness to such. They are still
knowing after the flesh, that is having confidence in it, or an expectation of pleasure, profit, fame,
adulation, or results in some way from the old man. Their will is not yielded; consequently they
are stubborn and ungrateful. They take all God's blessings in grace as a matter of course, and
then murmur and complain when His providences do not please them. We are easily able to
identify them by the lack of a broken and contrite spirit.

And there is no hope or remedy until they reach the promised land, and the fulness of its glories
spreads itself before them. Then they grasp them in a moment and they take possession of their
inheritance. Then follows the results, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek the things which are
above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Set your affection upon things above, not on
things that are upon the earth; for ye died and your life is hid with Christ in God ... Mortify
therefore your members which are upon the earth" - Col. 3:1-3. The above citation gives the
basis, the realization and the maintenance of circumcision. Its power lies in the development of
the Christ life, which find its satisfaction and delight in the eternal and abiding possessions which
are ours in the heavenlies. Then consecration become easy and strength is renewed in the
cutting-off place. "For we are the circumcision which worship God in the Spirit and rejoice in
Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh."

The circumcision of all the men of war at one time and at this point, in full view as we might say,
of the enemy, has been called a most "unmilitary act" on the part of Joshua. He seemed oblivious
to the fact that the Canaanites might muster their forces and come upon them, while the men
were disabled; but this is only more food for our reflection. We need never fear when in the path
of obedience. God's power will be fully manifested in our behalf. But the special point in
consideration here is that the loss of strength necessitated by our judgment of the flesh is the
very means of future power. It is good for us to tarry here, on the banks of Jordan, until all the
soreness and weakness of our cutting off has been healed, thus finding our true place before
God: "for when we are weak, then are we strong."

And now they eat the passover; for they are fit for it. They understand redemption and are able to
appropriate its results. The passover is a looking, in a figure, to Calvary, where the Lamb of God
was slain for us. We feed on Him, that is, we appropriate Him as our daily life and strength;
remembering "to keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." The "forget-me-
not" feast, of breaking the bread and drinking the wine, which answers to the passover; the
meaning of which we never fully enter into until we have wholly judged the old man and attended
his funeral.

"And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes
and parched corn on the self-same day. And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had
eaten of the old corn of the land, neither had the children of Israel manna any more; they did eat
of the fruit of the land of Canaan" - Chap 5:11, 12. This is a new experience. The manna ceased
the day after they did eat the fruit of Canaan - "the old corn of the land." This is typical of Christ of
course; for He is the food of the soul in every stage of its growth; but now it is no more as the
bread come down from heaven, the humbled lowly Christ - the manna - but as the risen exalted
Christ, with all power in heaven and earth given into His hand. It is our blessed privilege not only
to know Him as come down from heaven; but as also gone back to heaven. The manna
emphasizes His death: the old corn, His resurrection. The one expresses His humanity, tho not
denying His divinity; the other proves His divinity; tho not denying His humanity as the "corn" of
the land assures. The wilderness food is manna; but Canaan's "fruit" is corn. Milk is for babes;
but warriors need strong meat. Christians are not in the full victory of their redemption rights
unless they are seeing their part and appropriating their place in the heavenlies as one with
Christ.

CHRIST OUR HEAD

"And it came to pass when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked and
behold there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand and Joshua went
unto him and sail unto Him, art thou for us or for our adversaries? And he said, Nay, but as
Captain of the host of the Lord am | now come. And Joshua fell on His face to the earth and did



worship, and said unto Him. What saith my Lord unto His servant?" - Chap. 5:14. We have stated
that Joshua represents Christ in resurrection leading His people into the land. Now we are
confronted with another Man to whom Joshua bows and acknowledges His Lordship. The latter
represents the personal Christ as Head of His own body. The former, Joshua, is Christ in us,
energized and guided by the Holy Spirit, subject to the Christ external, to whom is given the
preeminence. It is written that the Holy Spirit "should not speak of Himself," that is, that He would
yield first place to Christ. The latter then presents Himself here in figure at the Head of the host of
the Lord. He has unsheathed the sword and in the conflict which follows, He Himself is Leader.
The judgment upon the enemy is of His execution. The battle is truly the Lord's, and Israel are but
to walk in the way the Captain opens. The responsibility is upon the latter. He speaks thru His
Word, by His Spirit. Here indeed the lowliest spirit becomes us, prostrate before Him with unshod
feet, owning both His holiness and authority. Only thus can we be led in a plain path of steady
progress and assured victory preserved alike from formalism and fanaticism.

ONE WITH CHRIST

Mary M. Bodie

We're identified with Christ in the glory,

We're truly made one by the Spirit of God;

Knitted and fitted and joined together,

A corporate body redeemed by the blood.

Yes, more than blood bought, we're part of His body,

We're members of His, of His flesh and His bones,

We're seated in Spirit in heavenly places,

A part of the Man on the Father's bright throne.

We're joints of supplies just to help one another -

His members on earth truly raised from the dead.

Redemption is near in a glorious rapture,

Caught up to the throne with our glorified Head.

We're part of Himself! Tell it out, Hallelujah!

We're members of His, of His flesh and His bones,

He never will leave and He'll never forsake us.

Forever beloved, and forever His own.

THE WORLD JUDGED

Chapter 6

"NOW JERICHO WAS STRAITLY SHUT UP BECAUSE OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL; none
went out and none came in. And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, | have given into thine hand
Jericho, and the king thereof and the mighty men of valor” - V1. Jericho is a type of the world in a
special aspect; that is, the savor of a sweet smell to man. The meaning of the name, "fragrance,"
emphasizes this fact. It is apparently a fertile and attractive place; yet by the river of death, and
having in it that which beyond death brings judgment to man - sin. The fall of Jericho is a
wonderful figure of the world as already judged by the cross of Calvary. In these details we have
both a prophetic and a present significance. As to the present, it figures our victory over the
world. As to the prophetic, it refers to the coming of the Son of Man actually to execute judgment
upon His enemies and put down all outward rebellion and disobedience. The fact that Jericho
was straitly shut up against Israel is a striking figure of man's natural condition. The whole world
is one vast Jericho, shut up in unbelief against God, therefore under the judgment of God - "every
mouth stopped and all the world guilty before God" (Rom. 3:19), or "subject to the judgment of
God." And there is no escape from that city of Jericho except one - the window opened for faith
wherein hung that scarlet line. Every gate was closed: "none went out and none came in." And
this perfectly answers to the antitype: every gate is shut - law-gate, ritual-gate, works-gate, merit-
gate - all closed. Man is shut in to certain doom except he takes the one way of escape - the way
of the blood. And there are few, according to the type, that avail themselves of the mercy; for only
Rahab and her father's household were saved.

Let us notice the position of the ark in the destruction of Jericho. It is striking because of the
different place it occupies. When they crossed the Jordan, they followed the ark; now the ark is
behind them. Is this not wonderful? No one can sound the true Gospel of God to a lost world until
he knows he is safe from the judgment of God. Redemption must be behind him, an
accomplished fact. The Jordan must have been crossed before we can blow with the ram's horn.



Israel here are a type of the "trumpet angels" of that coming day, whose events the book of
Revelation uncovers. Those seven messengers usher in that period of judgment of seven years
which answer to the seven days that Israel compassed Jericho about with trumpets. On the
seventh day, at the end of the seventh circuit of the city, with the final blast of the trumpet and the
people's shout, the walls fall flat. The power of the Lord has smitten their defences and the city is
taken. And so, as prophecy shows, will the Lord intervene for His people in the last days and the
power of the world will be prostrate in a moment. And as we read of a spared Rahab in the type;
so in that future day there will be nations saved. They, as Rahab, will befriend the people of
Jehovah, as we read: "l was a stranger and ye took me in; naked and ye clothed me; | was sick
and ye visited me; | was in prison and ye came unto me" - Matt. 25:36.

The fall of Jericho - the world - is a reality to faith, tho as to sight it is not yet consummated. The
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ was the judgment of the world and they themselves pronounced
their own sentence in rejecting the Son of God. Their heart of rebellion and hatred of God was
thus outwardly manifested. "We have no king but Caesar," was the cry of enmity against God.
And tho the execution of the sentence has been long delayed because of the longsuffering of
God; yet to the one believing, the world has already fallen. "God forbid," says Paul, that great
overcomer of this age, "that | should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ thru whom
the

world has been crucified unto me and | unto the world" - Gal. 6:14.

The Whole Armor

Notice this point. It is after they have crossed Jordan and are circumcised and feeding on the old
corn of the land; after they have entered Canaan, and its beauty and fruitfulness lie before their
eyes, that Jericho falls. That is, our heart must be satisfied with that which lies beyond this world
before we will accept heartily the judgment of God upon it. But it is an absolute essential to the
conquest of the land; for as we have seen that the conflict in the heavenlies is with the "rulers of
the darkness of this world;" therefore we infer that there can be no successful warfare without a
continual, unreserved, wholehearted judgment of this world. And for this we are exhorted to "put
on the whole armor of God that we may be able to stand against all the wiles of the devil" - Eph.
6:11. Our success, even the success of the new man, who has taken possession of his
inheritance, is dependent upon the use of "God's armor."

1. The defensive armor. See the fulness of our divine panoply - "loins girt about with truth" - the
Word of God as our strength. The loins are the strong part of man. They speak of our inward
strength. Just in the measure that we are built up in the truth will be our strength to stand against
Satan. We will be as immovable as the truth. Thus, as a consequence, we will have on the
"breastplate of righteousness" - standing "in Christ" even as He, in the unsullied presence of God
and in the presence of the devil. This is the sure presage of victory; for Satan has been met and
has been conquered by Christ, "and we are more than conquerors thru Him who loved us." Next
comes the "feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace;" no slipping nor falling then.
We will go in the way of good will to man, making peace, preaching peace, living in peace,
because the "God of peace" dwells in us; no strife-maker, nor malicious talebearer, is the one
thus shod. "How beatitiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, that bring glad
tidings of good things," is God's eulogy of such.

Yet there is more - "Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked." Faith is above all. It is the shield without which, the truth, the
righteousness, or the Gospel of peace, would be of no avail against the world. This refers to
active aggressive faith, that allows no dart of Satan to pass, a faith that is constantly on the alert.
Think of warriors, clothed in armor, engaged in battle, and you will easily get the thought. They
use their shield to ward off the point of the enemies sword; and only thus are they successful.
They cannot let down their shield even for the moment, lest the enemy get an advantage. O, what
food for meditation; for the Christian warfare is not a whit less real and dangerous. And Satan is a
powerful foe, one who is never asleep, tho he leaves us sometimes "for a season," that he may
take us unawares later. Another part of the armor which is not to be neglected is "the helmet of
salvation" - protection for the head. This refers to the knowledge of salvation, without which it is
impossible to be efficient warriors. Salvation must be known and realized in experience ere we
can stand against the enemy. "These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of
the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life" - | John 5:13.

2. The Offensive Armor. That which has preceded is defensive - for protection rather than pursuit.



By the former we are enabled to "Stand" in the battle; but sometimes more than this is required;
we must "withstand;" we must resist the enemy, and for this we need the offensive armor, that is
the "sword of the Spirit," which is the "saying of God." It means a special Scripture for a special
case; as for instance when trusting for healing, we are to withstand the power of Satan by the
"saying of God," upon this point. The Holy Spirit will bring to our remembrance the very saying to
use; for notice that the Word is the "Sword of the Spirit."

We find the use of the armor of God, both defensive and offensive, illustrated in the life of Christ,
our victorious Head, in the wilderness - "being forty days tempted of the devil." Here we see Him
protected by the armor of God. No dart of the enemy was allowed to touch His heart. He was
holding up the shield of faith. "And in those days He did eat nothing; and when they were ended,
He afterwards hungered. And the devil said onto Him, If thou be the Son of God, command this
stone to be made bread" - Luke 4:2, 3. After He had stood forty days, the full time of testing,
clothed with defensive armor, Satan comes at the moment of His greatest weakness - He was
hungry. And he brings his greatest power to bear upon this conquering Man. But He is invincible.
He takes the offensive armor now and puts the sword in the hands of the Spirit by quoting the
saying of God - "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word of God." So the devil is
worsted. Jesus proves that He is the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, that He is a spiritual
Man. He cannot be tempted thru His body, because the latter is controlled by and made to serve
His spirit. Then the devil seeks to entice Him in the realm of spirit and soul, but in vain. He is met
each time with the Word of God and Satan leaves Him in victory, to be ministered unto by the
angels.

In every age God has had a people who have judged the world in its every phase. They have
gone around Jericho, as it were, with their trumpets of faith, for six ages, boldly declaring the
testimony of God against sin. They, like Noah, condemned, or judged the world by their attitude,
and yet it has not fallen. Its walls still stand "straitly shut up" against God and against His people.
But we wait the seventh day, the glad millennial day, when the seventh trumpet messenger will
sound and there will be "great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever" - Rev. 11:15.
Hallelujah!

TELL THE PEOPLE

If you know you have the light,

Tell the people so.

Should you keep it hid from sight?

Let the message flow.

Make a noise about the best.

It will surely stand the test.

Rise supreme o'er all the rest.

As you onward go.

You may get some heavy knocks,

As the faithful do.

Few bouquets and many rocks,

Will they throw at you.

Never falter; never fail.

Let them laugh and let them rail.

Lift your voice above the gale.

God will take you thru.

Some may intimate you're "It,"

Lashing you with scorn;

And will seek to make you quit,

With a jagging thorn.

This is fun for you who know,

Every way the wind may blow.

Onward with the message speed,

Till the setting sun.

When you reach the golden gate,

Christ will say, "Well done."

Your reward will sure be great.



Scoffers will have none.

If the truth is truth indeed,

Happy all who give it heed.
Onward with the message speed,
Till the setting sun.

Ai - Defeat And Victory

Chapters 7-8

Al AND ACHAN

"BUT THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COMMITTED A TRESPASS IN THE ACCURSED THING; for
Achan, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing; and
the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel” - V 1. We have just viewed the
fall of Jericho, type of the world, desirable and fragrant to sight, but with the curse of God resting
upon it and all its substance. Israel were forbidden to take aught of its treasures or wealth for
themselves. It was all devoted to death and destruction. But as we read, Israel were disobedient
to God's command and "took of the accursed thing;" for there was an Achan, a "troubler,” in the
camp.

This is all fragrant with instruction for us. Ai means "a heap." This connects it with Jericho which
we have just seen reduced to a heap. Now these cities represent the world, over which Satan
rules, from two view points. Jericho is the whole world judged by God at Calvary; and Ai
represents failure to carry this judgment out in practical life. Faith views the world a ruin, but
which, apart from God's presence with us, we are unable to overcome. He refuses to go up with
us and give us victory unless we accept His judgment of the world and actually devote it to death.
We must count with God, that we have been crucified unto the world and the world unto us, or
else the unjudged evil in us will soon have the ascendancy and we will be overcome as was
Achan.

Observe the unity of Israel in God's sight. As one sin ruined the world in the beginning; so one
man's sin here brings defeat to all the people. Israel entered Canaan as one. This is emphasized
very distinctly for our admonition. We have a parallel case in the beginning of this age, the anti-
type of this failure of Achan's and it answers to the time figured by Joshua's time: for it was after
they had crossed Jordan, type of death, and were on the other side, that Israel experienced this
defeat before Ai. So in like mannner we read: "And the multitude of them were of one heart and
of one soul; neither said any of them that aught of the things which he possessed were his own;
but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord" - Acts 4:32.

Foundation For Victory

Notice that this was after Christ had died and rose again; for the Holy Spirit was not given until
Jesus was glorified. The Jordan had been crossed as it were. The Church is here seen in the
heavenlies, triumphant over all the power in the world. Jericho is fallen. The glitter and fragrance
of the world is destroyed for them. They are above it. Sin and self no longer rule. See the
wonderful deliverance which they are enjoying - they are of "one heart and one soul; neither said
any of them that the things which he possessed were his own." Marvelous victory in the midst of
sin and selfishness! It stands out here as an oasis in the desert. We are refreshed even as we
contemplate the marvels of those days of love and sacrifice, which have never been repeated; for
we are here viewing an earnest of the kingdom on earth. It could not continue, because, though
the provision for it was perfect, yet the people refused the King. They would not have God's Man
to reign over them; so the actual putting away of sin and Satan has not yet been consummated.
And thus the explanation of failure, which we find in the following chapters. "But a certain man
named Ananias with Sapphira his wife sold a possession" - Acts 5. It commences just as the type
in Joshua with that ominous little word, "But." It brings a cloud over the beautiful sunlight horizon
which preceded it.

Peter, in the power of the Holy Spirit judged the sin immediately. The guilty culprits fell dead at
his feet. And yet the evil which was manifested there in those early days has remained and is
now fully developed in the midst of Christendom; namely - a profession without a possession.
Ananias and Sapphira desired to appear as those real disciples, without the regeneration which
was the power of their whole-hearted consecration. The works of the former proceeded from the
old creation, as is very manifest; while the latter were the result of a new life. And so the type.



Cause Of Defeat

Ai is beside Bethany, "the house of vanity;" but it is also in front of Bethel. "the house of God." In
Abraham's time, when he dwelt a pilgrim in this very Canaan land, Bethel and Ai lay on either
side of him as thus opposed one to the other (Gen. 12:3). Israel had overcome Jericho, the
greater; so they think but little of Ai. That is, when the world is judged in gross, we imagine it a
slight thing to judge it in detail, in the little things which beset our pathway. Yet it is just here, and
perhaps on this account, that we often suffer unexpected defeat. The practical putting into effect
of the judgment of the cross is not done once for all. It is rather in a constant attitude of soul that
we have the victory over the little things that many consider of no moment whatever. But we see
it was the little city of Ai which caused their most shameful defeat and for which even the later
victory could not wholly atone, as there were thirty-six killed in the first skirmish. They turned their
backs upon their enemies, "turned back in the day of battle," and were smitten upon the descent.
Think of this host of Jehovah fleeing from the very people who, but a short time previous,
trembled before them, when they stood on the victory side of Jordan. It was certainly a
humiliating sight; but no more than what is in evidence today on every hand - God's people
running from Satan instead of resisting him. We will never have such a defeat if we, like Paul,
"keep judging that if one died for all, then all died" - 2 Cor. 5:15.

Joshua is dismayed at the awful defeat, as he may well be. And he seems to be ignorant of the
cause of the calamity. Alas! how easily we are blinded to our own condition. How quickly we slip
out of communion with God, and seem hardly aware of it, and then murmur at His ways with us,
when we do not understand them. And notice the awful discouragement over defeat after the
multitude of victories, which had gone before. Nevertheless, Joshua turns to God for the solution
of the problem and in His presence finds the answer; tho there is really no mystery about it at all.
Israel has not obeyed the voice of the Lord. And every similiar shadow upon the history of the
people of God can be explained in the same manner. Acknowledge the sin and immediately the
cloud lifts and victory is in sight.

"What wilt thou do to thy great name?' asks Joshua. The answer is simple. God has not forgotten
His great name; and that is the very reason He allows this chastening of His people, that they
may be partakers of His holiness. He deals thus with sons, not bastards. Israel had sinned. And
yet there is but one actual offender, the discovery of which is a slow and humiliating process; for
they are all counted as guilty until the sinning one is found. He confesses with these words. "I
saw, | coveted, | took" - the same old story of sin which commenced in the garden of Eden.
Achan simply proves his genealogy, as one of Adam's race, but there is no justification from guilt
on this account. Judgment quickly follows the discovery of Achan's guilt and his whole family
suffer with him. How solemn are the consequences of sin, how far-reaching the results. One
man's sin plunged the whole creation into ruin which necessitated the death of the Holy Son of
God to deliver. And even today, after six thousand years, we are confronted on every hand with
its terrible effects. Observe also that we do not suffer alone. All Achan's family perish with him, for
no doubt they were involved with him in the theft, as the stolen treasure was hidden in the family
tent. We are shut up to this conclusion also by the fact that the law forbade the putting to death of
children for their father's sins (Deut. 24:16). And here they were all taken, including the things
which caused their downfall, to the valley of Achor, "trouble;" and "all Israel stoned them with
stones and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. And they raised up
over him a heap of stones unto this day" - a memorial of the wrath and judgment of God against
all that is in the world.

Now observe, that which first took Achan's eye and brought judgment upon him was a
"babylonish garment." He was tempted by a "mantle of Shinar," a better translation. Where do we
first hear of Shinar? Far back in Noah's day, when the new earth arose out of the flood, as here
upon typical resurrection ground, we get our first glimpse of Babylon. It was on the "plain in the
land of Shinar," that they began to build a tower, that they might get to heaven without the aid of
God. And here in Joshua, we have a slight hint of the seductive influence of Babylon over the
sinful heart of man. It appeals to the old creation, who are always religious. Witness Cain's self-
willed saerfice to God, the fruit of a sin-cursed earth, which Jehovah refused. They desire to be
connected with that which is of God; but they will not come in God's way - the way of the cross.
Thus the consecration, the utter abandonment of all that is in the world - "the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eye and the pride of life" - is all foreign to its nature; hence, failure is soon manifested.
Achan's sin is only a type of what has actually come to pass in this age, what we view before our



eyes today, only now Babylon's beautiful garments are all the style and one is strictly out of date,
uncharitable and unkind, who would dare to judge the Achans who are in the camp; in fact the
latter, we fear, are in the majority. And the silver and the gold, which was also "coveted" and
"taken," are only added links in the chain; for it is truly by wealth that Babylon is built up and
established. Notice that the gold and the Babylonish garment were laid upon the silver. This is
itself significant. Silver speaks of redemption. The tabernacle in the wilderness rested in sockets
of silver. Thus Babylon has redemption for its basis; but as we see here in the type, God refuses
to go on with it. He counts it all as stolen goods - stolen by the same old Adam that stole the fruit
off the tree, which God had not given him. The old man does not get redemption. He gets death,
the penalty for sin. And the Lord will accept nothing of this world for His building except as it has
first been judged and devoted to death. The judgment that fell upon Ananias and Sapphira, as
well as upon Achan, is the lesson emphasized in type as well as antitype.

The City Destroyed

Joshua is now encouraged by the Lord to go up against Ai and take it; for the hindrance to victory
has been removed. God's power can now be manifested in their behalf; but their former
presumption still needs rebuke, so they are made to labor in the capture of the city in spite of its
insignificant dimensions. And all the men of war are needed in this engagement. It is no little thing
to regain possession of ground which we have previously failed to hold. An ambush is placed
behind the city before Israel even show themselves. Then when discovered, they pretend that
they are running away as they did before. All this is certainly humiliating. Was it not at the mere
shout of this people that Jericho's walls fell flat? Yes, but failure to stand against the enemy is
always attended with bitter and painful results. It is easier to "stand" and "withstand" in the
beginning than to overcome later. Furthermore the victory is never so complete nor the end so
glorious.

Ai is taken however, and destroyed. "Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation
unto this day." It actually became what its name signified. And observe this is just what faith in
God's eternal power and foreordained purposes will accomplish for us - the world becomes a
heap, a ruin. The king is hanged upon a tree - the curse of God upon him; then taken down, and
a heap of stones raised over him as before had been done to Achan. The latter, tho an Israelite,
had shown himself a partner with the king of Ai in rebelling against God. He coveted that which
the world possessed and held in disobedience; and so he shares in the same fate - death: "for if
ye live after the flesh ye shall die." And evil indulged in by those within, is the ally of those
without. Thus, they prove their kinship and witness anew to the truth of the verdict of God upon
the whole old creation - "There is none good, no not one." The only way of escape is to attend the
funeral of the old man and leave him in the grave - a ruin.

And now the seal of their covenant with the Lord is set upon the land - an altar of whole stones is
builded, on which no work of man was manifest; upon these stones was written the law of Moses.
The blessings of obedience were then read aloud from Mt. Gerizim; the curses from Mt. Ebal.
Thus the whole land was declared to be under the authority of the law and sanctified unto the
Lord. Hardly however, is this accomplished before we are confronted with the incompetency of
the hands which have graven the law upon the stones. It was not yet engraven upon their hearts.
The "wiles of the devil" against which we are especially warned in Ephesians, the Joshua of the
New Testament, are here in evidence. And Israel fail to discern the Canaanites in disguise. They
trust to their own sight instead of seeking guidance from God: but herein are found some deep
and valuable lessons.

BE AN OVERCOMER

Mary M. Bodie

Be an overcomer with the lord,

Armored for the conflict by His Word;

Waiting for His orders, yield your hand,

Going on to win at God's command.

Be an overcomer in the field,

Bear a shining helmet, sword and shield;

Ready, quick to answer, "Here am I."

Never ask a question, where? or why?

Be an overcomer in the fight,

Loyal as a witness to the light;



Stand against the foe in Canaan's land,
Faint, yet e'er pursuing with God's band.
Be an overcomer choose to share,
Jesus' deep abasement, tho unfair;

Yet, with Him in glory, tried and true,
Crowned with honors in the grand review.

The Conquest Of Canaan

Chapters 9-11

"AND WHEN THE INHABITANTS OF GIBEON HEARD WHAT JOSHUA HAD DONE UNTO
JERICHO AND Al; they did work wilily and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old
sacks upon their asses and wine bottles, old and rent, bound up, and old shoes and clouted upon
their feet and old garments upon them; and all the bread of their provisions was dry and mouldy.
And they went to Joshua, unto the camp at Gilgal and said unto him and unto the men of Israel,
We be come from a far country; now therefore make ye a league with us" - Vs. 3-6.

In the following three chapters, nine to eleven, we have some marvels of truth revealed. Man is a
trinity, spirit, soul and body, and has temptations and victories peculiar to each nature. We see
this illustrated in the garden in Eden - "When the woman saw that the tree was good for food," the
body temptation. "that it was pleasant to the eye," soul temptation, "and a tree to be desired to
make one wise," spirit temptation; "she took of the fruit." So the whole of man was included in the
fall of the first Adam. Then Christ, as the Last Adam, was tempted in the wilderness in a triune
manner. First, His bodily need was the issue; then His soulish ambition, and finally His spirit;
whom will He worship? - Matt. 4. He overcame in each instance; and in the atonement, which He
afterwards consummated, the whole of man was included. The basis for full redemption has been
effected by the cross, but not yet do we see this fully in evidence. That is, we are not yet in
possession of our glorified bodies, tho already our spirit is quickened and brought into full
fellowship with God.

This is just what we are to learn from these three chapters. The judicial aspect of the cross in its
relation to the old man, we have had in the crossing of Jordan; and its relation to the world, in
Jericho. Ai was the latter judgment carried out in practical life. And now we are given to see this
judgment of the whole old man in its practical bearing. We would like to make this very plain and
specific. In our former lessons, we have had what we shall finally experience and see as the
result of Christ's work of redemption. But now we are to learn, in type, what we may actually
experience and enjoy today because of Calvary, tho we are handicapped by a body of limitations.
The city of Gibeon, with its adjacent territory, refers to the body. The next chapter, with its kings
and their cities, refers to the soulish part of man. And the eleventh chapter gives us the scope
and fulness of the victory which we may enjoy in spirit. All the cities mentioned here are principles
existing for or against God. Those in possession determine their attitude. When held by the
Canannites, they are in rebellion against God: but when Israel have possession, they are
subdued and yielded. Bunyan's scriptural masterpiece, The Holy War, is a graphic pen picture of
the battle of the forces of God and Satan to gain possession of the citadel of man.

The kings represent the different characteristies of the old man - the evil principles which are
under sway and control of Satan; and which must be brought to the judgment of the cross ere
practical deliverance will result. The inhabitants of the city are lesser forms of rebellion and sinful
propensities which are parts of the old man who was put to death on Calvary. Let us examine
these chapters separately.

Gibeon Surrenders

Chapter 9

The inhabitants of this part of Canaan feared when they heard of Israel's mighty conquests.
There is no fight left in them. They work wilily to save their lives. Israel are deceived by their
attitude and the apparent age of their clothes and victuals, into accepting their story of having
come from a distance. They are friends professedly, and not foes, and seek alliance with Israel.
Joshua and the princes swear to them in Jehovah's name; but in three days find that they are
Canaanites and dwellers in the land. Now they cannot slay them, because of their oath; yet they
make them hewers of wood and drawers of water. They are to serve Israel. They accept the
terms offered.

We have here a most marvelous pen picture. It is certainly astonishing, the doctrinal truth that lies



hidden in the types. The above people, the Gibeonites are disguised. They come acting a part,
surrendering as a people from a distance, to escape death. There was no quarter to be shown to
the Canaanites, and they appear to know of this edict of God. And their ruse is successful. Israel
are apparently deceived. They take them under their protection and swear to defend them, only
they are to be their servants all the days of their life.

As was intimated, the Gibeonites figure the body as counted dead, with its infirmities and needs,
yet the tenement in which the Holy Spirit deigns to dwell. It is called an "earthen vessel," weak
and fragile, but the repository of a divine treasure. We are not to put the body to death; we are to
hold it in subjection to the spirit. Fallen man is as the beasts; his spirit is dead to all God
conciousness. He is led by his soulish desires and bodily appetites; but this is not as it should be.
God would have the spirit of man rule; then the soul will be in perfect accord and the body wholly
controlled and made to serve. Thus the infirmities, the necessities, the persecutions are the very
means of blessings to the new man; for they make him draw largely upon the grace which is in
Christ Jesus. These Gibeonites all result in good to us and glory to God when we realize that our
"strength is made perfect in weakness." We are then made glad that they are allowed to remain
and hew the wood and draw the water for Israel, the new man.

Observe that the Gibeonites serve in a two-fold capacity - they draw the water and hew the wood,
not only for the congregation, but also for the altar of the Lord. That is, the body not only serves
the new man, but it is also for the service of Jehovah. "Know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God and ye are not your own?" The Holy Spirit
deigns to dwell in our bodies, and use them as instruments for the display of His power, in the
measure that they are yielded to Him. Paul's testimony as to his body is the practical out-working
of this lesson - "I keep my body under and bring it into subjection; lest that by any means when |
have preached to others, | myself should be a castaway" - | Cor. 9:27. Disapproved, rather than
castaway, is the better translation. He has no reference to salvation, but to service. He is
ambitious that he be well-pleasing unto the Lord, "a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for
the Master's use and prepared unto every good work" - Il Tim. 2:21. He insists that the Gibeonite
stay in his place - "draw the water and hew the wood for the altar of the Lord." Thus "our body of
humiliation" is made the vehicle of the present exaltation of the Christ within us. Hence, instead of
deploring our infirmities and yielding to their power or complaint; we "glory in them." Very few
learn this secret.

Confederacy Of The Kings

Chapter 10

"For it came to pass when Adonizedec, king of Jerusalem, had heard how Joshua had taken Ai
and had utterly destroyed it, as he had done to Jericho and her king; so he had done to Ai and
her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them;
that they feared greatly because Gibeon was a great city as one of the royal cities and because it
was greater than Ai and all the men thereof were mighty. Wherefore Adonizedec, king of
Jerusalem, sent unto Hoham, king of Hebron, and unto Piram, king of Jarmuth, and unto Japha,
king of Lachish, and unto Debir, king of Eglon, saying, Come up unto me and help me that we
may smite Gibeon for it hath made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel" - Vs. 1-3.
Canaan swarmed with petty kings that ruled over their respective kingdoms independently of
each other. These were often at strife with one another; but now they make peace and a common
cause against the "hosts of the Lord." They do not appear alone against Israel, but are a league
of nations joined together by their hatred of God and His people. We see this illustrated in the life
of our Lord. Pilate and Herod, who before were enemies, joined hands and became friends the
very day the Lord was crucified (Luke 23:12). Also the Pharisees and Sadducees united with the
Herodians to catch the Master of men in his words (Mark 12). All the warring, striving factions of
the earth and of Satan will lay aside all their differences and take a united stand against the Lord
and against His anointed in the end of the age (Psa. 2). The very presence of that which is good,
that which is of God, stirs them into rebellion.

The chief and most aggressive of the confederacy mentioned here startles us with the
significance of his name - Adonizedec - "lord of righteousness." He was king of Jerumlem - "the
foundations are peace." This all sounds very religious; but it is only mockery, or rather a
counterfeit of the truth. We must bear in mind in our study here that these kings represent evil
forces, whether we consider the spiritual or the dispensational aspect, that are under the sway
and authority of Satan. Adonizedec is the leader. He stands at the head of four other kings whom



he calls to come up and help him fight against Gibeon. The significance of this man has a double
application, dispensational and personal. We will consider each separately.

Dispensational Aspect

First, he is a type of the anti-Christ, the world emperor of the last days, who will claim Jerusalem
as his center and the place of his throne - the counterfeit of Christ the true king of righteousness.
This man will stir up a confederacy of kings against the people of God; but he and all his aides
will be defeated even as they are in the type. The very same God of Joshua will arise in power
and majesty and fight for His people again. There will be another long day, when the sun will be
darkened and the moon will refuse to give her light (Matt. 24:29); “for the Lord shall rise up as in
Mt. Perazim. He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His work, His strange
work and bring to pass His strange acts" - Isa. 28:21. This latter Scripture is yet to be fulfilled.
The Lord warns of this day and Paul follows With no uncertain sound. It is the end of an evil age,
especially in a religious sense, an age of mockery and ridicule of all that is real and true, and yet
at the same time an age of imitation and counterfeit of all that is divine. "Many shall come, saying,
| am Christ. Take heed; let no man deceive you." Let us heed His voice for we are almost in the
very time of the end. Already the signs are here. Profession is great and boasting is loud; the
form of godliness is plentiful; but the power of it is lacking, even as we are told will be the case (Il
Tim. 3:5).

The Personal Aspect

As we said previously, these kings are representative of evil propensities of our fallen humanity.
And these five of which we are herein informed, relate especially to the soul. The first,
Adonizedec, "lord of righteousness," is a great force. He has defeated more Israelites and kept
them out of their Canaan inheritance than almost all the others together; tho Jabin in the next
chapter is a close second in his power to defeat.

Adonizedec is representative of self-righteousness, the greatest enemy of God's people. He it is
that stirs up all the other evil powers of our being to frustrate the grace of God. He will not allow
the surrender of the Gibeonites and objects to their serving as the bondmen of Israel; for this is
owning their weakness. He goes to fight against them for so ignominiously laying down their
arms. He is against anything that savors of yielding to God.

This is pregnant with instruction for us. The soulish part of man plays a great part in the drama of
life. It is tbe enmotional, affectional, religious nature of man and must be judged without mercy.
We accept from the heart God's judgment meted out to fallen man on Calvary and then we must
practically carry out this judgment in every detail of our life. Then Adonizedec will have no place
whatever. He will not be tolerated for an instant. Observe this point - until he is put to death, Israel
are excluded from Jerusalem, the foundations of peace. This citadel in the hands of the enemy
figures woeful defeat for the people of God. We must dethrone Adonizedec and get this place of
peace or we are useless to God. And we are helpless before the enemy, tho we may apparently
be very active and religious.

And so the lesson is easy to read. If we do not judge the old man, as totally depraved and unable
to do one thing that is pleasing to God, the enemy will keep us from enjoying the peace with God
which has been made by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. When our old Adonizedec is in
possession and holding the city; we never have any settled peace or assurance that all is well.
Our rest is disturbed and our soul is troubled. Israel must have Jerusalem.

The next named in the confederacy which Adonizedec heads, is Hoham, king of Hebron. We
have heard of this city before. In Abraham's history it played an important part. It was also the city
which the spies visited, where they caught a glimpse of the Anakim, the giants who dwelt there
(Num. 13:22). Hebron means "communion, fellowship." It figures largely in the conquest of
Canaan and the reason is obvious. Let us go round about it and mark its details carefully. It is a
very important city. It was noted as the home of the Anakim, the "long-necked," and in Genesis
we read of it as the city of Arba. "the father of us all." Both of these references speak of pride in
some phase, which is closely akin to self-righteousness, and surely prevents Israel from
occupying the place of communion.

Hoham, king of the coveted city, has a name most suited to a mighty resistance. It means
"insatiable desires." Thru the soulish lusts of the fallen Adam, Satan has a most powerful ally who
successfully hinders every advance of Israel toward Hebron, by stirring up a tumult within the city.
Israel, the new man, must reckon with God for deliverance.

The third confederate in this mighty line is Piram, king of Jarmuth. These names are deeply



significant. The city means "elevation;" the king, "wild ass." The latter is applied to man as born of
the flesh (Job 11:12), and is his obstacle to finding wisdom. He, separated from God by sin, is as
the beasts. Nebchadnezzar, forgetting in the pride of his heart, the one who raised him up and
gave him power, "was driven from the sons of men and his heart was made like the beasts and
his dwelling was with the wild asses" - Dan. 5:21. He was made to take his place with those
which his moral state resembled. Asaph, the sweet singer of David's court, confirms this
interpretation -

that man is as the beasts in his ignorance of God -- Ps. 73:22. Thus the connection of the two
names, "wild ass" and "elevation," is easy to understand. "Man in honor abideth not; he is like the
beasts that perish" - Ps. 49:12. Exaltation does not become the ass. He is out of place on a
throne. His speech betrayeth him. But Jarmuth in the hands of Israel, is a most suitable place. He
only can abide in "elevation," who recognizes the hand and is subject to the One who has
elevated him. Thus the new man is fitted by birth for the glorious place of honor, which is his in
Christ. He gladly and simply boasts in grace alone.

Japhia is the fourth confederate king. His name means "resplendent.” His city is Lachish, which
divided into two syllables, signifies, "walk as men." The king corresponds with his city. In the
world, it is the lustrous, gorgeous and glittering which is prized and sought. We may rest assured
when "lustre" is king of Lachish, that the Canaanites are ruling. A world of show and splendor, is
just what the "principalities and powers," which are "rulers" of this "darkness," utilize to dazzle
Israel and prevent them from possessing the city of Lachish; for this city also has been given
them. They are to "walk as men," but as new creation men. The eyes which behold the glory of
God are alone strong enough to meet the "resplendent” king of Lachish and not be dazzled or
blinded by the glitter and glare of what is in the world.

Finally, we have the fifth confederate king and his city to consider; and here we are again faced
with the marvels of God's Word. The names are simple - Debir, meaning "speaker" or "oracle," is
the king of Eglon, "wheel of destiny," applying either to the form, round, or the wheel in motion.
The town very likely was circular, from which it probably derived its name; but it is the spiritual
application which interests us. In the visions of Ezekiel we see the wheel of God's government in
motion, rolling upon the earth; and in connection with it, the living creatures, those in perfect
harmony with the divine will. In Ecclesiastes we find the wheel in motion also, but God's triumphal
chariot is not seen. Instead "vanity of vanities" is inscribed upon it; and the fact that God has
ordained the wheel is the mystery we cannot always solve.

"One generation passeth away and another cometh; but the earth abideth forever. The sun also
ariseth and the sun goeth down and hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind goeth toward
the south and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually and the wind returneth
again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full. Unto the place
from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. The thing that hath been is that which
shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done; and there is no new thing under the
sun" - Ecc. 1:4. Thus everything has its season, but a season only. The generations pass; but
they do not return. The sinister and sombre shadow of death is thrown upon everything under the
sun. And beyond this present scene there is naught but mystery except as God has given the
unfolding in the Scriptures. Herein is the true light which is the only source of certainty. There we
may truly behold the "wheel of destiny" revolving as the chariot wheel of God's government. And
we thus learn that there is a purpose in the ceaseless round of the circling wheel - yea, a double
purpose - man is abased; God is glorified. Man needs to be humbled, and divine goodness has
ordained his abasement. But to the one accepting the lesson, which the cycle of change teaches.
there is a resurrection; for "he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”

Eglon then, speaks of this constant shifting scene, repeating itself over and over before the eyes
of man, mysterious and wonderful; yet nothing new under the sun. And while all is meant for
good to man, that he may be exercised thereby, and turn to God for the solution of it all; yet when
he refuses, the depths of his rebellious heart are laid bare. He seeks to discover by all manner of
research and wildest speculation the mystery of life and death. Satan urges him on, stirring up
this natural craving in man, after the unknowable. He has plunged man into darkest superstition
and slavish dread on the one hand, or the fascination of spiritism or theosophy on the other.
Thus Debir is the true king of Eglon; for Debir means "speaker" while it is also the word used for
"oracle" of the temple, meaning the voice of God. Here indeed Debir can only speak of good. God
has responded in a most wonderful way to the need of man, in view of the mystery of existence;



but when the Debir in control of Eglon is Canaanite, then the oracle is satanic. Israel must put
him to death. Thus ends the fifth confederate king of this series against the people of God. That
there are five, speaks of the five senses of man.

But the fact is very significant that it is not directly against Israel that they gather to battle, but
against Gibeon, which has made peace with Israel. The Gibeonites, as the servants of Israel,
figure, as we have intimated, the body of man, with its frailties and infirmities, yet surrendered to
the Lord. Satan uses this frail tenement as the most likely place of his onslaught. It is false, and
living under false pretenses, as it were. The sentence of death has been pronounced against the
Gibeonites as well as the other inhabitants of Canaan; but by counting themselves as having
come from a far country, and making Israel so reckon; they escaped the death which fell upon
the other nations. They yielded themselves to serve Israel, and that provoked the onslaught of
Adonizedec and his confederates. The Gibeonites really acted out and told a lie to escape death;
and the body of the saint does likewise. We say that we are dead, and we continually so reckon,
when actually we are not dead yet. We only count it so by acknowledging the judgment that fell
upon Christ in our stead; and we make our body serve us, the new man. Likewise in the type, the
Gibeonites confessed by their surrendered attitude to Israel, that the judgment of God included
them; but they escaped death by a subterfuge.

Do you see the lesson? Just as soon as we begin to reckon upon our death with Christ and "yield
our members, servants of righteousness, unto God," then the slumbering powers of our soulish
nature are stirred up by the powers of Satan, and seek to overthrow us: but Joshua,
remembering the oath of the Lord, comes out against the Canaanite hosts with haste. He smites
them with a great slaughter, pursuing them by way of Beth-horon, "the place of wrath," as far as
Azekah, "fencing round,"” and even to Makkedah, "bowing the head." Thus God puts to defeat the
power of His enemies when Israel rises up in faith and stands against them. Beth-horon proves
its title, "place of wrath," by the fall there of great hailstones from heaven slaying thereby more
than the swords of the Israelites. It was at that time that Joshua spoke to the Lord and then
commanded the sun and the moon to stand still until their enemies were pursued and put to
death. "And the Lord hearkened unto the voice of man," and all the power of Jehovah was placed
at the disposal of this man's faith, that the purposes of God might be accomplished and His
enemies might be destroyed. God will do the same for us if we trust Him.

"But these five kings fled and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah . . . and Joshua said Roll
great stones unto the mouth of the cave and set men by it to keep them. And stay ye not but
pursue after your enemies and smite the hindmost of them and suffer them not to enter into their
cities, for the Lord your God hath delivered them into your hand." The spiritual significance of this
is marvelous and very necessary. These kings, we have seen, represent the evil propensities of
our fallen nature. They are afraid before the destroying power of God and they flee to hide
themselves. But they are not dead: they are only hiding. Joshua does not deal with them
immediately. He makes the way of their escape impossible; then turns and pursues after the
weaker evil forces. When these have all been dealt with, in judgment, not mercy - every one put
to the sword - he returns and deals with the kings.

Thus in our experience, after we have entered into our inheritance in the heavenlies, thru our
death and resurrection with Christ; we will find these enemies coming up against us. They too,
will take a stand, and resist our putting them to death. And they will apparently hide for a while
and we too may roll a stone against the opening of the cave and think to smother them to death,
but it will not work. Just as soon as the slightest opportunity affords, up they come, and we hear
them say, "Not dead yet." Let us, like Joshua, pursue after the least little inhabitant of the cities
who would dare lift up his head against Jehovah; let us bring "every thought into subjection to the
obedience of Christ;" judge the old man, in every little detail, as we see him in others; but
especially let us judge him in ourselves, in our children, in those near and dear to us. Let us have
absolutely no sympathy with the old soulish nature of our fallen humanity; for this is a necessary
requirement before we are ready to bring out the kings into the full blaze of light and put our feet
upon their necks before slaying them.

"Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave and bring out those five kings unto me out of the
cave." Mark this point well, for herein is wisdom. It is after they have put to death all those who
had come out against them that Joshua commanded the kings to be brought out into the light.
They were not dead. They had only been subdued because of the power against them. But now
Joshua commands "the captains of all the men of war, which went with him, Come near; put your



feet upon the necks of these kings . . . and afterwards Joshua smote them and hanged them
upon five trees, and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening." Notice who are able for
this, "all the men of war,"” tho only the captains actually did put their feet upon the necks of their
enemies. They were the overcomers. Spiritually it signifies that sin was ruling no longer. The
kings were not only dethroned, but were hanged upon trees until the evening. "And it came to
pass at the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded and they took them down off
the trees and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid and laid great stones unto the
caves mouth which remain to this day."

Personal Lessons

It is very important that we grasp the significance of the hiding of the kings in the cave. We would
endeavor to make this very plain. It clearly bespeaks the effect in practical life, of the doctrine of
our death and burial. The whole old man was judged at the cross, his amiable, as well as his
shameful qualities; and we must take our place there as dead and buried with Christ, for practical
deliverance from ourselves.

This is the typical import of the hiding of the kings. They are not seen; but Joshua's zeal is not
lessened on this account, nor does it hinder his pursuit after the least of his enemies. He does
not cease until every one of them has been exterminated. Now what are we to learn from this
fact? For none of these occurrences are here by accident. Here is the lesson. It is not enough,
tho it is necessary, that we reckon once for all, that we died and were buried in Joseph's tomb.
We must continue the fight, and judge the slightest little manifestation of the old man. Yes, even
his good qualities and gifts need to be devoted to death ere God will use them for His glory.
Observe that it is after Israel have put all those to the sword, who came out against them that
they deal with the leaders. The cave is opened and what is the result? They find the kings alive
and ready to flee again if they have the opportunity. They are neither subdued nor conquered by
their long confinement. No indeed! The sword alone is able to put them out of existence. Joshua
does not fail to use it, and complete the work which he began. The lesson here, we would infer, is
that in practical experience, we may have even such a wonderful victory. The condition being that
we let nothing of the old man remain alive; show him no mercy; give him absolutely no quarter
whatever: for until we have made an end of judging the little follows, we will not have the victory
in toto of the whole of our fallen soulish nature. Self-righteusness, insatiable desires, rebellion,
resplendence and pompous boasting will still be ready at any time to show their heads. But "the
Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword" (Heb. 4:12), which
we must wield against these.

The early church, of which Israel is the figure, had this marvelous experience. They stood as one
man, triumphant over all the pomposity and power of the old creation. They had a glimpse of the
Lord in His resurrection power and majesty, and were wholly occupied with Him and daily
expecting His return to reign over the earth. Those mighty men of war, those captains had their
feet upon the necks of their enemies. And while the Church as a whole is far from this standard,
yet it is not beyond the individual experience; and we dare not lower it with such lessons before
us.

A MESSAGE OF LIFE

Mary M. Bodie

White Lily, abloom in the dew-diamond light

Of the glad Easter dawn of today,

What message is there in thy moist fragrant breath?

What hast thou, White Lily, to say?

Thou art but a flower; yet thou seemest to tell

Of the stone that was once rolled away,

And of Christ who arose from the clods of the earth,

All glorious in spring-time array.

Christ's Lily, abloom at the season's glad morn,

When spring in her vernal attire

Comes forth from the winter of death and decay,

Men's hearts with high hopes to inspire;

Thou too hast a triumphant message of life,

Adorned with all holy desire;

For the blood of the cross bridged the gulf of the grave



And quenches its fear and its fire.

ISRAEL'S TRIUMPHANT MARCH

"AND JOSHUA TOOK MAKKEDAH ON THAT DAY AND SMOTE IT WITH THE EDGE OF THE
SWORD; and its king thereof he thereby destroyed and all the souls that were therein" - Chapter
10:28. We see the great victory is followed up. There is no letting up in this forward march. There
is yet much land to be possessed. The lengths and breadths and heights and depths are infinite.
Israel takes the city, where the cave, in which the kings hid, was located - Makkedah, the place of
the "bowing of the head." This is significant. The old man bows to himself. He worships his own
wisdom, his own goodness, etc; but Israel takes this citadel and the head bows to its Creator and
Redeemer. "All rule and authority and power" must be put down in us, ere the Father shall have
the kingdom delivered up into His hands. Christ must reign in us and subdue us first before He is
able to reign over the world. So we see Makkedah has an important bearing in the hand of Israel.
How blessed when the stiff neck gives way, and man, the rebel, is subdued and abased before
God; but in this very abasement rises from the level of the beast and gives allegiance to Him
whose right it is. Notice that Makkedah is the first city of this series that they take. Others follow in
quick succession, when the place of "bowing the head" is in Israelitish hands.

Libna, "whiteness" is the second city to surrender. This speaks of separation from evil, not in a
pharisaical spirit, but as one who has bowed to God and owned His Lordship. The fellowship thus
owned necessitates disfellowshipping everything that is not in harmony with His holiness. Many
Christians are found associated in benevolent, moral and religious bands with enemies of Christ
and God. And some, for instance the Masons, would exclude Christ altogether, that universal
fellowship may not be hindered. But Libna must be taken and inhabited by Israel if victory is to be
ours.

Lachish follows as a matter of course. Its meaning, "walk as men," we have noted before. But
now it is as the new man that Israel may walk. "Old things have passed away; behold all things
have become new," to the one who has bowed the head to the Lord and separated himself from
evil. It is the third city to lay down its arms. It speaks of resurrection. It is a city of the land beyond
Jordan, the heavenlies, where the walk is as the risen Man, not of the world, even as He is not of
the world.

The fourth city does not connect with the first three, in the line of development and progression.
Rather we find a change distinct and peculiar. Horam, king of Gezer, comes up to assist Lachish
and is smitten, he and his people; but there is no taking of his city at this time. Now this is truly
wonderful, for the meaning of Gezer, is "cut off" and the king Horam means "swollen.” It is when
we begin to take the city of Lachish that the enemy redoubles his efforts to withstand us from this
vantage point. He hotly contests our walk in Christ, and seeks to hinder and discourage with all
his power and might. Notice it is the city that is "cut off" that is on the offensive and it is the
"puffed up," leavened old man, whom Satan uses as his greatest ally to keep Israel from the city
of the new walk. And he is no fictitious antagonist of Joshua or Israel in our day; for the taking of
this city is still hotly contested by the Canaanites; thus ignoring God's true Man in whom all
believers have their place. "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
Him" - Col. 2:6.

Eglon fills the fifth place here, as it did also in the list of the confederate kings. We have seen its
significance before; and now may easily perceive its connection with Horam and Lachish. The
"wheel of destiny" finds its place in the chariot of God's providences, when Eglon is subdued and
conquered by Israel. The humiliatim and misunderstandings of our many changes give as
profitable exercise, but no longer as a hopeless and inpenetrable mystery; for at this stage of
progress, we have learned that "all things work together for good to them that love the Lord" -
Rom. 8:28.

Next we have Hebron, with its beautiful significance, "communion.” It fills the sixth place. As
following Eglon it shows us communion maintained amid all changes and providences which
beset our pathway; for these are but the fruitful discipline which is ordained "for our profit that we
may be partakers of His holiness." Fellowship with God necessitates holiness of heart.

Debir closes this series of seven cities. This name we have seen before as attached to the king
of Eglon; but here it is an Israelitish city. Its meaning, "speaker," or "oracle" is blessed to end with
; for God cannot be mute when He condescends to dwell in communion with man. His voice is
distinctly heard when we listen to Him. He will still quell the tempest and speak peace when He is



on the ship; also make the new man a "speaker," or oracle for Himself. "And Joshua returned and
all Israel with him to the camp at Gilgal."

THE SPIRIT OF MAN

Chapter Eleven

"And it came to pass when Jabin, king of Hazor, had heard these things, that he sent to Jobab,
king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achsaph ... and they went out, they
and all their hosts with them, much people"” - Vs. 1-4. The northern part of Canaan still remains
unconquered. Perplexed and alarmed by the wholesale slaughter of their fellow-men, the kings of
the city, Hazor, means "enclosure." The city was strong in its defenses and in the wisdom of its
king. Only Joshua can take this place. This has special typical reference to the spirit of man, the
highest part of his being. The thinking, reasoning part of the old creation is here viewed in his
fight against God and all that pertains to Him. He brings to his aid allies who are strong and able.
The first and only one whose name is given is Jobab, "shouter," whose city is Madon,
"contention." How suggestive!

The human wisdom of man, always hostile to faith, would yet intrude itself into the things of God.
It always has its "enclosure," its city where neither God nor faith is allowed to enter. This is
especially seen today in what is known as "higher criticism." The same old serpent is on the
scene that spoke in the garden in Eden. "Hath God said?" is still his interrogation. The rational
spirit of man has been defiled and deadened to all God-consciousness and is thus the greatest
enemy of God's people. We cannot trust him in any matter. We are to believe God against all the
gain-saying, reasoning thoughts of the old man; for he still brings up old man "shouter," who
dwells in the city of "contention," to his aid to defeat Joshua. These, strengthened by satanic
power, seek to deprive Christians of the land, goodly and large, which God has called us to go up
and possess. The spirit of strife is a decided ally to reason. He exalts "excellency of speech," nice
words, fluency, etc., to the throwing down of the preaching of the cross. The latter dethrones old
Jabin with all his allies. But "the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty thru God to
the pulling down of strongholds, casting down of imaginations and everything that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God" - 2 Cor. 10:4, 5.

Jabin also calls to his aid the king of Shimron, "law keeper." He is a most mighty foe and is very
much alive today, hindering the Church from entering into the heavenlies. The spirit of legality
which he figures is certainly the strongest ally of the old depraved reason of man. He is close of
kin to the king of Achsaph, the city of "sorcery" which has bewitched, vanquished and slain many
Israelites. He was the one, in connection with his general, king of Shimron, that old Jabin used in
his onslaught against the Galatian Christians. These two were the adversaries at whom our great
warrior Paul aimed his destroying guns. Hear the cannon's roar - "O foolish Galatians, who hath
bewitched you that ye should not obey the truth?" In other words, why have you allowed these
two kings, legality and sorcery, to take you captive and bring you into bondage? "Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage . . . | would they were even cut off that trouble you." Satan casts a deep satanic
spell over God's people, working thru the reasoning faculties of man, to defraud them of the
liberty and joy that is part of their inheritance as "sons of God." O let us shake off the bands of
these old kings, of Shimron and Achsaph, who are even living in our midst today, still hale and
hardy; no diminution of their strength and vigor.

These are the leaders of this second confederacy of kings who have gathered against Israel.
With them is a multitude of other powers whose names are not specified, but they are no less
real and dangerous on this account. These all gather at the waters of Merom, “the high place." Is
not this significant? For it certainly is the enemies in the highest part of man's being, that lay hold
upon the highest planes of truth and seek to deprive us of them. Because that which is highest, is
on that very account, what mere reason can least grasp and legality least believe. It is because of
this high and heavenly portion that Satan envies us the most. But Joshua, filled with the energy
born of faith, and encouraged by divine assurance, falls upon them without delay and over-
whelmingly defeats every foe. They hamstring their horses and burn their chariots in the fire.
Thus they acknowledge that their trust is in the name of the Lord their God, and not in chariots or
horses. They put down Jabin, "reason,"” and all his aids and lieutenants. This is victory indeed
when we arrive at an experience where we believe the Word of God in spite of all our thoughts
and feelings upon the subject; for we go against all the current of the world in so doing. We never
know what this means until we begin to go this strenuous way of glory and power. It opens new



avenues of service and brings to us a victorious life.

Seat Of Power Destroyed

After obeying God, leaving not one of the enemies alive, Joshua turns back to smite Hazor. The
latter figures the world's seat of power. The citadel of reason, the wisdom of the world, now feels
the battering guns of omnipotence leveled at its walls and as a consequence down they fall. God
will not allow this "enclosure" of the old man to become the home of His people; for they are to
depend exclusively upon Him. They are to see as He sees, think as He thinks, reason according
to His reason. Observe how differently God works and how opposite are His thoughts from that of
man. The latter would save this great walled city from destruction and use it as the seat of
government and a center of influence for God; but He says otherwise. He will not have one stick
of it to remain; for He does not need any of the world's influence or power to further His interests
or Kingdom. Hence, Hazor is totally destroyed. God leaves not a vestige of its granduer or power
to tell the tale. He makes all things new; and insists that the center and source of power must be
in Him. The latter is a most important lesson for us to learn. And we do not grasp it in a day; but it
is learned slowly and painfully in the school of many a defeat and discouragement. But let us
thank God for Joshua who puts Hazor down completely.

SUMMING UP OF VICTORIES

Chapter Twelve

"NOW THESE ARE THE KINGS OF THE LAND, WHICH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SMOTE
AND POSSESSED THEIR LAND on the other side of Jordan, toward the rising of the sun, from
the river Arnon unto Mt. Hermon, and all the plain on the east" - Josh. 12:1. The results of Israel's
campaign are now summed up. All the land, which the children of Israel took in battle, is
mentioned, as well as the kings which they dispossessed. God would emphasize, by this
constant repetition, the amazing victory that His people enjoyed when they walked in
dependence upon His almighty arm; and which would have continued had they kept in the same
attitude of faith. God delights to record the exploits of His people, "who trust in Him before the
sons of men." He never wearies, tho the time sometimes fails Him (Heb. 11:12), to do justice to
all the worthies ol faith.

So here the Holy Spirit takes us back to the beginning of Israel's triumphant march, when they
rose up in faith to enter Canaan. He spreads out before our eyes all the marvelous doings of this
people of destiny, in overcoming and defeating many nations, greater in numbers and mightier in
power than themselves. The odds were certainly against them; but God was for them. This is
what we all need to learn, that quality, not quantity, counts with Jehovah.

The overwhelming defeat of the two Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, begins the summing up of
victories. This has instruction for us. Observe that the book of Joshua proper, does not record
this history. It is found in Numbers, the twenty-first chapter. We read there that two and one half
tribes, Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh, possessed this land, goodly and large. They
had their portion on this side of Canaan, tho they were commanded to cross over Jordan with
their brethren, armed, and aid them in conquering the enemy. They were not allowed to enter and
enjoy their possessions until the remaining tribes had their inheritance. Notice that it is Moses
who gave them the land of Sihon and Og, with the proviso that they stand as one with their
brethren. We believe that we have here in type, some marvels of dispensational truth as well as
spiritual truth.

Provisional Oneness

In the dawn of this dispensation, the whole Church was provisionally baptized into one body;
Gentiles, as well as Jews, were included in that "one baptism" on the day of Pentecost. God sees
His people as one body, regardless of the many schisms and unscriptural folds, which men have
organized, with their several shibboleths, to keep out the other sheep; tho Jesus Himself has
said, that there should be but "one fold and One Shepherd" (John 10:15).

The high-priestly prayer of Jesus Christ, "Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me thru their Word, that they may all be one" (John 17:20), was answered on the
day of Pentecost. They were on that day made one by the one baptism. God counts the things
which be not as tho they were. and He wants us to do likewise. Israel is the figure of the Church.
The Israelites were all counted as one body, tho the two and one half tribes had in some
measure, different interests and separate possessions. They did not desire the Canaan land,
figure of the heavenlies in Christ. Likewise, we believe, that from the beginning of this era, there
have been two classes of believers in the Church, with somewhat separate interests and



ambitions. There are those who do not desire the heavenly portion. They prefer an earthly
inheritance; for notice please, this is a matter of choice, not the arbitrary will of God. Reuben,
Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh desired this land of Sihon and Og, and it is Moses, type of
Christ before His death, who gave it to them. But it is Joshua, Christ in resurrection, who portions
out the Canaan lots to the remaining tribes.

Two Schools Of Apostles

The twelve apostles, whom Jesus chose to be with Him, were kingdom apostles. Jesus promised
them that they should sit upon twelve thrones as judges over Israel, in the restoration (Luke.
12:29, 30). Later there were other apostles, of whom Paul was the chief (1 Cor. 9:1). These were
especially for the Church. They had a special call from the Antioch, not Jerusalem, assembly.
Observe the emphasis which the Holy Spirit attaches to these two centers. Paul went up from
Antioch by a special revelation (Gal. 2:2) to a conference of the church at Jerusalem. The latter
assembly is the antitype of the two and one half tribes. They chose their place and entered into
their inheritance before the assembly at Antioch came into being; in other words, before the
heavenly inheritance was preached, antitype of the Canaan land, which the remaining tribes
possessed. Observe this fact in this connection, that Paul was raised up by God, independent of
the other apostles, and given a revelation of the calling and heavenly portion of the Church which
the kingdom apostles were in ignorance. And this was some time after the Jerusalem assembly
was in existence. But even in the type, the latter, tho already in possession of their inheritance,
had to stand as one with the other assemblies founded by the Church apostles. Yet they do not
seem to have entered into the fulness and liberty of the Gospel as preached by the apostle Paul.
See this emphasized in Acts, chapter 15. There we read that they sent chosen men, warriors of
their own company, to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, to confirm and strengthen the believers
there. But it is Paul's writings alone which give as the scope and fulness of the heavenlies, in
which he affirms, God "raised us up together with Christ and made us sit together with Him" -
Eph. 2:6.

As was previously stated, the book of Joshua answers to the Ephesian epistle. And as all of the
Church in the beginning did not enter into, nor desire to possess this heavenly land, so in like
manner is the situation before our eyes today. And so has it been all down this present age.
Many thru ignorance, others thru unbelief, have refused the privilege and thus lost the better
things. The majority are not willing to pay the price, for this upward calling costs us something.
When we actually put our feet upon the heavenly land, in other words, realize by faith our
oneness with Christ, the devil resists us with all his principalites and powers in the heavenlies; for
the latter is the place of his throne. He stirs up the world against us and we are rejected and
despised of men, even as was our adorable Lord. The world will not run after us. No indeed! We
will be "counted as sheep for the slaughter,” and will not have any great, wonderful revivals, such
as whole cities turning to Christ: rather our ministry will be unappreciated, as was Paul's; for he
writes that, "even unto this present hour, . . we are made as the filth of the world and the
offscouring of all things" -- | Cor. 6:11. He was obliged to escape from some cities in a most
ignominious way; in others, he was beaten, imprisoned and "cast out as dead" -- Acts 14:19. But
God, his life and his strength, was at hand. He came in and delivered him, generally by
apparently natural means, but none the less miraculous. And He does the very same for us today
when we are going in the way that Paul, the pattern saint, traveled.

Discouraging Reception

Notice also the manner of his reception and the results of his testimony before kings, governors
and the great men of the world. As a prisoner he stood before them. Truly not very flattering as
the world would judge. Yet God made them hear the Word of salvation from this poor despised
"vessel of election" who was, as it appeared, at the mercy, standing at the bar of justice, or rather
injustice. Did they heed the truth? Did they fall down convicted and do homage to Christ, the only
really great man? Nay! Nay! None of them, of which we read, repented nor turned to God; tho
they trembled before this fearless warrior, this adept in handling “"the sword of the Spirit," and
were "almost persuaded.” But the world had too strong a hold on them. The way was too straight
and narrow. At a "more convenient season," they would hear Paul again of these things. And thus
it is today. "Not many mighty, not many, noble," heed the invitation. The "more convenient
season" never comes.

God is especially concerned today in the building of a woman who is going to reign jointly with
His Son. But we need not assume that He is doing nothing else. He has other purposes which



are ripening fast. There are no doubt many believers who will not qualify for the above exalted
place; but they are a new creation nevertheless, and have a place in the kingdom of God. We
read of a "terrestrial glory" and "celestial glory" - "a glory of the sun, another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars," etc. - | Cor. 15:40, 41.

Here is the typical record of these things, we have the two different callings emphasized, by the
possessions of the tribes on the two sides of Jordan. And all their victories are noted together as
one. So much for the dispensational aspect of the possessions of Israel on both sides of the river.
We will now consider another view point -

The Spiritual Application

There are, as we are all aware, two sides to our Christian life. There is the unseen and the seen -
the heavenly rest and the earthly race. There is the inward contemplative life of communion with
God; but there is also the outward practical life before men. And these are not to be divided. They
are to stand together as one. Men have separated them; but it is always a loss or only a patrtial
victory. The retiring contemplative life has sought the monastery and the nunnery, away from the
world; but alas, the world intruded there also. Jesus prayed, not that His people should be taken
out of the world, but that they should be "kept from the evil." They should have remained in the
world and practically lived the Christ-life before men.

Then there is the other extreme - the practical energetic life that neglects communion with God;
but is always doing for man. The latter is much in evidence today, tho divorced from the former,
and this is not God's order; for He has joined them together, and it is written, "what God hath
joined together let not man put asunder." Our work man-ward should spring from the divine life
welling up in us. We see this illustrated in the different ministries of priest and Levite. The
former's service was God-ward and hidden; the latter man-ward and visible. Both were
necessary; but notice, it is the Levite who waits upon the Priest. Without the latter, God could not
smell a sweet savor of sacrifice; yet without the former, there would be no tabernacle among
men.

This two-fold ministry is beautifully exemplified for our learning in Acts 13. There we read of
"certain prophets and teachers ministering unto the Lord" - priestly hidden service; then the Holy
Spirit said, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto | have called them" --
Levitical service. The latter was the result of the former. The earthly side of the heavenly life, of
which the two and one half tribes are a figure, is given us in the epistle to the Philippians; the
heavenly side, of which the remaining tribes are the figure, is given us in the epistle to the
Ephesians. We must cross Jordan, and by faith put our feet upon the heavenly inheritance before
we can have the victory of "the circumcision who worship God in spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus and
have no confidence in the flesh.”

The New Man

The whole of the new man, in his different characteristics, is represented by the twelve tribes and
their several names. Their respective inheritances lying on both sides of the Jordan, have
meaning in this connection also.

Reuben, "see a son," is the first born, and as a result he is the first to come into possession of his
land. He represents man as the offspring of God by creation, gifted with that intelligent will in
which lies the image of God; but which as fallen, has resulted in self-will and rebellion. However,
humbled and restored by grace it becomes the will of dependent cleaving to God by faith, which
alone gives us "power to become the sons of God." This is the aspect in which we must consider
him here - standing for faith - the beginning of our divine life. We receive by faith the Son of God,
"see a Son," and as a consequence are born again - a new creation. Jesus was the true Reuben,
the real offspring of God, made in His image.

Faith inherits on this side of Jordan; that is, faith is only for this world. Now is the time to "fight the
good fight of faith," for "when that which is perfect is come then that which is in part will be done
away." We will have no more need of faith in that day when we shall "see Him face to face" and
"shall know even as we are known."

Now consider what Reuben, speaking in this way of faith, inherits - Sihon's kingdom. The latter
name means "refuse, offscouring." He represents the opposite of faith, the unbelief of the
depraved old man, and the estimate that God puts upon it. Sihon's capitol city is Heshbon,
"reason.” This is easy to interpret. Unbelief's strongest city is fallen man's reason; but this is
taken and built up by Reuben - faith. It falls to him as his portion; for Heshbon, "reason," cannot
be maintained by Sihon against Reuben, even tho the Moabite, the worldling, may have let it fall



into his hands; for Heshbon was formerly a city of Moab, representative of the religious world,
while Sihon was an Amorite, representative of infidelity.

Heshbon, or reason, in Reuben's hands, proves that reason is not alien to faith; it, only destroys it
in its allied form and restores and builds it up more securely; for Israel the new man, really comes
into his own city when Reuben gets possession of Heshbon and holds it for God.

Diban, "sufficiency of knowledge," falls to Reuben also. This teaches us that the kingdom of God
in the soul is by faith getting hold of the truth. This is indeed its complete and moral supremacy.
All error disappears as "sufficiency of knowledge" is absorbed by faith. Reuben must have Dibon;
and his southern boundary is Arnon, "perpetual stream." Faith is amply provided with knowledge
and refreshment. The streams are not only running and overflowing in Reuben's portion; but
there is also the tableland of Medeba, "quiet waters." A green upland pasture accords well with
the "still waters," where the Good Shepherd always leads His sheep. And there we find the
slopes of Pisgah, "survey," faith's view of the inheritance, as well as Zereth-shahar, "the splendor
of the dawn."

Gad, "a troop cometh," follows Reuben, a close second in coming into possession of his
inheritance. This is easy of interpretation. Gad is the type of spiritual increase, and that of a
militant character. The teaching emphasized here is that conflict is a necessity to spiritual
increase. The men of Gad are eminent as warriors (I Chr. 12:8-14).

This tribe shares with Reuben the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites. Their possessions seem
strangely intermingled. Gad builds Dibon, tho it falls to Reuben; and tho Reuben is allotted and
builds up Heshbon, we find it afterwards as given to the Levites as a city of Gad (Josh. 21:39). It
was on the boundary and might easily belong to either, but in this mingling of Reuben and Gad's
inheritance we are taught how inseparable increase is from faith; and also we see if faith builds
up reason it will take growth and militant energy to hold it. And further we note that it is Gad that
builds up Dibon for Reuben. This is in accord with Peter's words, "Add to your faith, virtue or
valor, and to valor knowledge."

Observe that all the cities of Gilead, "heap of witness," belong to Gad. The increasing, growing
one, has the "heap of witness" that God is well pleased with him, and he also witnesses by life
and lip that he is well pleased with God.

Manasseh is the third to inherit on this side of Jordan. His name means "forgetting.” But it is only
the children of Machir, "the one who recollects," his oldest son, who has his portion with Reuben
and Gad. See how exquisitely suited to the teaching of Paul, in the epistle to the Philippians, "the
lover of the race" - "forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forth (recollecting),
those things which are before; | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus" - Phil. 3:13, 14.

Machir, the son of Manasseh gets the kingdom of Og of Bashan. The latter the represents the
pleasures and ease of the world. The things of this world can only be rightly used by him who is
pressing on to another; and this is the only one of the tribes who inherits on both sides of the
river. The one whose heart is in heaven is the one who runs well here.

Among Machir's sons, we find Jair active in the conquest of the land. He is, according to his
name, the "enlightener;" for it is the introduction of light which makes the overcomer. Satan's
kingdom of darkness soon goes down before the one who is full of light. Jair calls the cities he
conquers, Havoth-Jair - "cities of life." Men call the luxury and pleasures of this world "seeing
life," but Jair shows us what is really life - taking things for God. Machir shares Gilead with Gad;
growth and forgetting go hand in hand, closely connected with Reuben's faith. Notice how these
three tribes connect together. The one develops out of the other, and all three mainfest how
really we are on the earth side of things. The more it is searched into, the more will the harmony
of all this appear. With chapter 12, we close the first division of the book of Joshua. Israel are
now in the land. As one body they are already in possession of their inheritance; but they wait
their individual allotment. This we consider in the remainder of the book.

My Lord And |

Mary M. Bodie

A narrow path | walk, 'tis true:

But it is wide enough for two.

My lord doth deign to walk with me,

And I'm as happy as can be.

For while the world goes rushing by



With jeer and laugh for such as I;

My Lord doth share in my bleak lot -

My time shall come; "He'll tarry not."

And tho some days the clouds are dense;
It seems as if | cannot sense

My lord's dear will, nor understand,

Why this strange way for me He planned.
But yet | trust; for He knows best;

My hand He holds and | am blest.

In midst of darkness, | can smile;

My Lord doth say, "A little while."

ALLOTMENT OF ISRAEL

THE SECOND DIVISION

Chapters 13-24

"NOW JOSHUA WAS OLD AND WELL STRICKEN IN YEARS; AND THE LORD SAID UNTO
HIM, THOU ART OLD AND WELL STRICKEN IN YEARS AND THERE REMAINETH YET VERY
MUCH LAND TO BE POSSESSED" - Chap. 13:1. This is a wonderful verse. It marks the
beginning of the second division of the book of Joshua. Jehovah Himself speaks. After the
marvelous summing up of all Israel's victories, and the land they took in battle, He has still to say,
"there remaineth yet much land to be possessed." He would call attention to the unlimited
expanse and boundless wealth of Canaan. It reminds us of the apostle's prayer, that we might
know "the breadth and the length and the depth and the height of the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that we might be filled with the fulness of God" - Eph. 3:18, 19. No limit to the
attainment possible except the fulness of God. The treasure in Christ is exhaustless; the wealth
unsearchable.

What remains is now put before them that they may be stimulated to the laying hold of it. Yet they
never did possess it all, tho David, at a later date, ruled over very much of it. However, it belongs
to Israel in the sure eternal purpose of God with much else, to be fulfilled in a soon coming day.
But our greatest concern is what these details fore-shadow of spiritual realities. This is what lends
exceeding value to what appears, on the surface, as but a barren list of names, in the history of a
people long since passed away. Spiritually read, however, they become once more living and
present, and actual realities in our experience.

The lands enumerated have two principal divisions - in the north and in the south, of that already
subjugated. In the south are the Philistines, who have not yet been conquered, and with them are
associated the Geshurites and the Avites. Now what have these nations to do with us? Let us
see if we can learn. The two first named were not Canaanites, tho no doubt their land originally
belonged to the latter. The Avites, from the relation in which we find them (Deut. 2:23), seem to
be akin to those monstrous races, which were as gigantic in evil as in size, and which were
especially marked out for destruction. There is an association of these three nations together
here, and this we should remember that we may get the spiritual significance.

Children Of Ham

We first read of the Philistine in Genesis, tenth chapter. According to their genealogy they are the
child