In ACTS 16 Paul and Silas were delivered from their prison bands by an
earthquake, and set free. But they didn’t escape, but rather spent the rest of the night
leading the keeper of the prison, and his household to the Lord, thus further
establishing the church at Philippi. In ACTS 19 the Lord delivered Paul from the uproar
caused by the silversmiths. In ACTS 21 Paul was seized by the Jews, and violently rescued
by the Romans, who have safely kept him prisoner in various venues for five years.
Now in 63 AD. it seems “possible” that a high ranking Jew from Jerusalem named
Josephus, could have been the very one used of God to obtain Paul’s release from prison
here at Rome. Perhaps this seems “impossible” to you, but this was “possible” with God.
Remember this verse from PROVERBS that Paul also knew: PROVERBS 21:1 The king's
heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he
will. It would have been nothing for God to cause Nero to release Paul from prison, and
we have given one possibility how this could have occurred.

Paul’s Next Five Years

As we begin examining the remaining years in the life of Paul, we have two
major sources of information to bring together in order to make some logical sense of
what took place in Paul’s life during these approximate next five years. One important
resource is the following books of scripture: HEBREWS; 1 TIMOTHY; TITUS, and 2
TIMOTHY. All of these epistles were written by the Apostle Paul during these five years,
HEBREWS being written first, which points we will go over shortly. The second
important area of examination is history itself of what took place during the years of 63
AD. t0 68 AD. in the Roman Empire. By properly piecing the information contained in
history with what is written in these letters of Paul, we can better determine some of
what took place in Paul’s next five years here on earth. However a lot of this is kind of
like trying to view wind: none of us has ever seen wind per se, yet we all know it exists,
and have felt, and even witnessed it’s effects. So maybe we can not exactly prove when
Paul was here, or there, one thing seems most likely, and that is Paul was released from
prison at Rome prior to the great fire that destroyed much of Rome in 64 AD.

Let’s take a closer look at this fire. Most all of the historical records agree that
this fire started at night (the early morning) of July 19, 64 AD. On any given day, or
night in the summer time it would not have been too unusual to find 80t 100 small fires
starting in a city the size of Rome. Most were contained and put out quickly, with two or
three being a little harder to manage every day. Such is still the case in large cities
today. Recall it was estimated that Rome had a population of around two million people at
that time. However this particular fire started out more intense than most, fueled by
merchandise in the shops lining the Circus Maximus, Rome’s giant chariot stadium. The
fire quickly spread out of control, and burned for six days, and seven nights before
being declared contained. It then re-ignited as huge fires often do, and continued to
burn for another three days. When finally burnt out the fire had ruined 10 of Rome’s 14
districts, meaning two thirds of Rome had been destroyed, including the homes of most
of Rome’s elite. Much of Nero’s palace was also destroyed. These are the facts that all
history records agree upon.

So intense was the fire that the heat generated by the fire caused many dwellings
to explode with fire from within, similar to the fires we recently experienced in Colorado
the last couple of years (2012 & 2013). With no record to the contrary we assuime that the
quarters where the prisoners were kept were also destroyed. Paul’s own hired house of
ACTS 28:30 fame must have met the same fate. The amount of lives lost during this fire
remains unknown. Certainly many prisoners lost their lives t this fire.

Looting and plunder also followed. Important works of history hundred of years
old were destroyed in this fire, as well as thousands of documents. Thus we have little
Roman historical records pre 64 A.D. to fall back on concerning the Apostle Paul’s stay
in Rome, or any evidence that he had a trial before Nero prior 1o the fire. Again we
make the assumption without any historical record to back us up that Paul was released
from prison at Rome prior to the fire of 64 AD. It would also seem quite probable that
the letter to the HEBREWS would have been written before this fire also.
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History does record that Nero blamed the Christians as being the ones who started
the fire. Rumors had started after the fire was out that Nero himself set the fire. No one
knows with certainty who started the fire, but as time went on it seemed a simple
solution to Nero to blame the Christians, which he did. During the remaining four years
of his career Nero indiscriminately, and without any mercy, tortured the Christians by
horible means, often as entertainment for himself, and those who attended gladiator
matches. We will not spend any more time discussing Nero’s disgusting torture
treatment of the Christians at this point.

Moving on we find some more clues to Paul’s life during this period of time in
HEBREWS. However the authorship of the book of HEBREWS has been a subject of
controversy for centuries mainly because the Apostle Paul didn’t sign this letter as he
had his other epistles. The reason Paul didn’t attach his name to this obviously Pauline
written epistle is because Paul wanted the Hebrews, the Jews, to read this most important
letter addressed specifically unto them. Had the Apostle Paul signed this letter a large
majority of the Jews would never have read it, for the multitude of them had previously
cried “..Away with him...” in ACTS 21:36. The Apostle Paul never wanted himself to be
the center of focus, but always wrote proclaiming the fact that Jesus Christ is indeed the
Son of God, and is the One upon whom we should center our attention. The epistle
written unto the HEBREWS does just that in the opening sentence: HEBREWS 1:1 God, who
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high; 4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. Right away we see the spotlight
is put upon Jesus, God’s Son, in this epistle. Note also how the children of Israel are
addressed here by recalling “the fathers” and “the prophets,” who were sent unto the
Hebrew people in Old Testament times, and bringing it down to the “us” Paul was writing
toin this epistle.

We are not going to do a verse by verse study of HEBREWS here, but as we examine
the evidence that Paul wrote this epistle looking at this first sentence, note what we just
read in HEBREWS 1:2, that Jesus Christ the Son of God ...Hath in these last days spoken
unto ps... . Paul had first had experience with this fact many times, the first being on
the road to Damascus when that stubborn Pharisee, who was then know by the name of
Saul of Tarsus, heard clearly Jesus voice speaking unto him in his native Hebrew tongue,
...5aul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? {ACTS 9:4; 22:7 & 26:14}. You know the rest of the
story, and ACTS 22:8 tells it in Paul’s own words: And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And
he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. So we see there was no
doubt in Paul’s mind who was speaking to him, and he could have written here in
HEBREWS 1:2 that Jesus of Nazareth in these last days hath spoken to me, first on the road
© 0 Damascus, and then many times there after. But rather than draw attention to
himself, Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, was able to continue here in his
introduction of this epistle putting the spotlight on this very same Jesus of Nazareth,
thus he wrote: HEBREWS 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;... . Again we find
more of Paul's doctrine expounded here for while in Rome Paul had written from his
prison the following words that also put the focus upon Jesus. EPHESIANS 39 And to
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ... . Again in
COLOSSIANS 1:16 Jesus is the subject spoken of here: For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible aund invisible, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.

HEBREWS 1.3 continues with “the brightness of his glory,” which light first
blinded old Saul of Tarsus on the road 1o Damascus. We read about this event in ACTS 9,
ACTS 22, and ACTS 26, and before King Agrippa Paul made this statement: At midday, C
king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining
round about me and them which journeyed with me.... ACTS 26:13. Again back in ACTS
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22:11 Paul had testified that ...I could not see for the glory of that light,... . Obviously Paul
had witmessed the brightness of Jesus glory. Paul also noted that Jesus ...purged our
sins... in HEBREWS 1:3. Paul had also previously wrote the same thing in 1 CORINTHIANS
15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the scriptures. The scriptures Paul was referencing here is the
Old Testament scriptures, which the Jews were very familiar with. In fact Paul quoted
Old Testament scripture at least thirty-nine times in HEBREWS! Again in GALATIANS 1:4
Paul wrote of Jesus who ...purged our sins... stating: Who gave himself for our sins, that
he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our
Father. And then in HEBREWS 1:3 Paul makes mention of Jesus sitting ...down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high... . These words got Stephen stoned in ACTS 7:56-60,
but these same words also pricked the heart of Saul of Tarsus. Paul then referenced this
same thought eight times in his epistles, five of them here in HEBREWS. {See HEBREWS
1:3; 1:13; 8&:1; 10:12; and 12:2.} Here is the other three times that Paul has already written
concerning Jesus sitting ...down on the right hand of the Majesty on high... . ROMANS
8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. EPHESIANS
1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his
own right hand in the heavenly places,... . COLOSSIANS 3:1 If yve then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

In HEBREWS 1:4 Paul writes of Jesus ...Being made so much better than the
angels.... In HEBREWS 2:9 Paul adds: But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than
the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man. In 2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 Paul wrote this
concerning Jesus: For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him. In total we find thirteen scriptures in
HEBREWS where Paul uses the word “angels.” Here are a couple of other scriptures that
Paul wrote some information concerning angels. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9 For I think that God
hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:3 Know ye not that
we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? Brother Copley
notes that the word “better” first found in verse 4, is a key word to the epistle of
HEBREWS, and in total it occurs thirteen times. In HEBREWS 11:40 it tells of “better”
things for us. These “better” things reference ...inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in... Christ Jesus as first spoken to Paul by Jesus Christ on the
road to Damascus, quoting from ACTS 26:18. Paul’'s gospel expounds wupon this
“inheritance,” which points we have covered all throughout this study. We have noted
in this study that all of God’s children have an inheritance. ROMANS 8:17 explains
degrees of heir-ship. ROMANS 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together. We see here that there are heirs, and that there are joint-heirs with Christ.
The joint-heirs with Christ are the Bride of Christ, those who were willing 10 study their
Bible, and draw close unto Christ by the leading of the Holy Spirit on a life long quest to
obtain God’s best, to separate themselves from the world, and popular religious teaching,
and follow the Apostle Paul as he followed Christ, and go on t© marry Christ Jesus. This
brings us back to HEBREWS 1:4 where we read that Jesus Christ Himself ...Being made so
much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they. The words “more excellent” equates also 10 “better,” and the phrase “more
excellent” is only found six times in scripture, five of them are in Paul's epistles. {See
ROMANS 2:18; 1 CORINTHIANS 12:31; HEBREWS 1:4; 8:6; and 11:4.}

So let’s read this again. HEBREWS 1:1 God who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4 Being made so
much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they. We have already stated that the Apostle Paul didn’t sign this letter as he had
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his other epistles, yet by closely observing what was written in these four verses, this
one sentence of introduction, we see Paul’s unmistakable signature. Yet there are many
more clues that Paul wrote this epistle.

In HEBREWS 2:9 & 10 Paul once again highlights Jesus with these words: But we
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man. 10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. Here Paul notes Jesus to also be the captain of our salvation. And wasn’t it
mainly the Apostle Paul who taught this perfection through suffering with Christ
concept? Yes indeed. Recall the following scriptures penned by the Apostle Paul:
ROMANS 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together, 18 For I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in uws. PHILIPPIANS 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake. 1 THESSALONIANS 3:4
For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer
tribulation... . 2 TIMOTHY 2:12 If we suffer (with Him), we shall also reign with him: if we
deny him, (the right to suffer with Him) he also will deny us (the right to rule and reign
with Him):... . 2 TIMOTHY 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. Today such scriptures are not emphasized in the mega churches, for such
teachings do not please the majority, and attract large crowds. No wonder then that
there are some who fail to see Paul’s very same doctrine here in HEBREWS.

Years ago when we started this study we referenced HEBREWS 3:1 in our opening
remarks: Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;.... What was Paul’s profession at
this time? Was he not an Apostle himself? Yes indeed, but again especially here in
HEBREWS we find Paul always emphasizing Jesus first, without reference to Paul himself
also being an Apostle. Here in HEBREWS 3:1 is the only time in scripture where the “a”
in Apostle is capitalized, thus emphasizing Christ’s’ Apostleship. Since the Apostle Paul
was the Apostle of the Gentiles as noted in ROMANS 11:13, the letters he wrote w Gentile
assemblies needed to be signed by Paul so that they would be received, and read with
proper respect as Holy Ghost inspired scripture, which they have become in our Bible.
This was not the case here in HEBREWS, for Paul was not made an Apostle sent unto the
Hebrews, per se, though Paul was ...Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;...
PHILIPPIANS 3:5. As a born again Pharisee Paul’s heart’s desire for the Hebrew was
probably best expressed in ROMANS 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be saved. Paul’s letter to the HEBREWS was further
confirmation of this fact.

It is thought that Peter wrote 2 PETER in about 66 AD., about two or three years
after Paul penned this epistle unto the HEBREWS. In 2 PETER 3:15 we read: And account
that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;... . Peter was an Apostle
unto the Jews, and notes that Paul had written a letter unto “you,” meaning you Jews.
What was that letter called? The answer is HEBREWS. And Paul above addressed the
sufferings of Jesus when he writes in HEBREWS 2:9 & 10 But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God shoulid taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Another place in HEBREWS that show Paul to no doubt be the author of this epistle
is found in chapter 10 verse 34, where Paul writes: For ye had compassion of me in my
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have
in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Where did this happen? Perhaps in
several places, but one of note is found in ACTS 24:23 when Paul was held in the custody
of then governor Felix: And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have
liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto
him. Certainly some Jewish Christians visited Paul from Jerusalem during this time,
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having compassion of him in his bonds. Also while a prisoner in Rome did we not read
in ACTS 28:30 thar Paul was given liberty toreceive all that came in unto him? Certainly
some that came to visit Paul were also referenced in HEBREWS 10:34 For ye had
compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in
Yyourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.

While in HEBREWS 10 let’s look at what is written in verse 38. HEBREWS 10:38
starts out: Now the just shall live by faith:.... This is a quote from HARAKKUK 2:4 which
the Jast part of the verse reads: ...but the just shall live by his faith. The Apostle Paul is
the only author of New Testament to quote this passage from HABAKKUK 2:4, and he does
so here in HEBREWS 10:38; GALATIANS 3:11; and ROMANS 1:17. GALATIANS 3:11 states: But
that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live
by faith. ROMANS 1:17 For therein is the rightecusness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. It is with these words starting in
HEBREWS 10:38 that the Apostle Paul introduces the teaching found in HEBREWS 11
concerning the testimonies of the Old Testament worthies of faith.

We noted above in HEBREWS 1:1-4 Paul’s signature in the words, and phrases he
used to introduce this HEBREWS epistle. Likewise, and unmistakably we similarly find
his signature in his concluding remarks found in chapter 13. starting in HEBREWS 13:18
we read: Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live
honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the
sooner. 20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing
in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 22 And |
beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto
you in few words. 23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he
come shortly, I will see you. 24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the
saints. They of Italy salute you. 25 Grace be with you all. Amen.

Check this out for yourself, Paul concludes all fourteen of his epistles with one
word: Amen. f course this one word, (amen) doesn’t prove that Paul wrote HEBREWS
either, rather it is just one more piece of the puzzle that points out Paul to be the author
of HEBREWS.

As part of Paul’s concluding salutations he always added parting words of “grace.”
Here in HEBREWS 13:25 Paul wrote: Grace be with you all. Amen. In ROMANS we find
these words in ROMANS 16:24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 1
CORINTHIANS 16:23 records: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 2
CORINTHIANS ends with these words found in 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. Next
in GALATIANS Paul signs off writing in 6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit. Amen. FPHESIANS 6:24 concludes this epistle saying: Grace be with
all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. PHILIPPIANS is found next
in our Bible, and ends with these words: 4:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen. Next is COLOSSIANS 4:18, the last verse, which says: The salutation by the
hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:28
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:18 The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 1 TIMOTHY 6:21 Which some professing
have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. 2 TIMOTHY 422 The Lord
Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. TITUS 3:15 All that are with me
salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. PHILEMON
1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Count and read these
fourteen different concluding salutations again to see how Paul signed his letters with
parting words of “grace.”

We have mentioned this before, but will repeat it here. The word “grace” is found
170 times in scripture. Moses wrote the word “grace” eighteen times; Peter wrote it ten
times; John seven. The word “grace” is used 99 times by the Apostle Paul in his writings!
What this means is that no other inspired writer of scripture wrote about, nor probably
appreciated the grace of God more than the Apostle Paul did. Paul wrote the word
“grace” eight times in HEBREWS, twice in HEBREWS 4:16 let us therefore come boldly
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unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.

As we continue 10 examine Paul’s signature statements found here in the
concluding verses of HEBREWS 13, let’s now zero in on verses 18 and 19. HEBREWS 13:18
Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live
honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the
sooner. The words “pray for us” are found five Hmes in scripture, written by two
authors, Jeremiah, and Paul. Three times Paul writes “pray for us.” This was an on
going request Paul often wrote about in his epistles. For example in his recent past Paul
has written from his prison at Rome these words starting in EPHESIANS 6:18 Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints; 19 And for me, that utterance may be
given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, t¢ make known the mystery of the
gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as |
ought to speak. From the same quarters Paul also wrote in COLOSSIANS 42 Continue in
prayet, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 3 Withal praying also for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am
also in bonds: 4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. In his letter w the
ROMANS Paul wrote in 15:30 Now [ beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to
God for me;... . These weren’t the only scriptures where Paul requested pray for himself
either. In 1 THESSAILONIANS, Paul’s first epistle, Paul writes in 5:25 Brethren, pray for
us. Again in 2 THESSALONIANS 3:1 Paul once again requests: Finally, brethren, pray for
us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with
you... . So we clearly see Paul’s signature again here in HEBREWS 13:18 & 19 when he
writes: Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live
honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the
sooner.

In verse 18 we just read the phrase “in all things,” which is found 32 times in
scripture, and 25 of them can be attributed to Paul. Though this statement “in all
things” is not unique to Paul, the fact that Paul vses this phrase more than anyone else
in scripture has his signature attached to it. And while here in verse 18, the word
“honestly” is only found in Paul’s epistles in our King James version of the Bible.

Similarly the words “I beseech” also carry Paul's signature, for he uses this
entreaty frequently in his speech, and in his writings. For example in 1 CORINTHIANS
4:16 Paul writes that familiar portion of scripture: Wherefore I beseech you, be ye
followers of me. Of the 47 places in the Bible where is written “I beseech,” 15 are Paul’s.
The word “beseech” by itself is found 67 times in King James scripture, 25 of these are
Paul’s. Here in HEBREWS Paul adds his “I beseech” signature twice in his closing
salutations: HEBREWS 13:19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored
to you the sooner. HEBREWS 1322 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of
exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few words. The Greek word
translated “beseech” in these verses we have discussed before in this study, though not
in association with the word “beseech.” “Beseech” is the most common meaning of the
Greek word {par-ak-al-eh'-o} (number 3870 in the Strong’s Greek Concordance), which
also translates into our English as: comfort; exhort; desire(d); pray; besought; and
intreat. Parakaleo comes from two Greek words; para meaning: near; and kaleo meaning:
to call, thus simply put parakaleo translates into English as “to call near.” Of course we
know that Jesus Christ is calling us near to His side by the Holy Ghost inspired teaching
of Paul’s gospel message, including HEBREWS. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Word’s tells us that parakaleo means to call to one’s side, or © one’s aid, ©
admonish, exhort, to urge one to pursues some course of conduct looking to the future.
So here in HEBREWS 13 what is the parakaleo urging that Paul was calling the Hebrew
Christians unto was the drawing nearer unto Christ through the truth that was being
preached in Paul’s gospel message. In verse 19 Paul makes it plain that he wishes to get
the opportunity to once again speak to them in person. In verse 22 he urges them to
study his letter irregardless of whether or not he is ever able to personally meet with
them again, or not. The important thing was not necessarily for them to see Paul again
face 1o face, but to see Jesus, not only as their Saviour, or their High Priest, the Mediator
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of the New Testament, their Apostle, their Captain, but as their potential Bridegroom!
And Paul had tme, and time again brought their attention to Christ all throughout this
epistle. For example in HEBREWS 2:2 & 10 he wrote: But we see Jesus, who was made a
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour;
that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. In HEBREWS 3:1 & 2 Paul
continues: Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was faithful to him that
appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. Among other names Paul uses
here to call attention to Jesus, Paul notes he is the High Priest. Then in HEBREWS 4:14-16
Paul adds: Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Paul goes on
to expound several more chapters on Jesus Christ our High Priest and begins to
summarize in chapter 8 with these words: 1 Now of the things which we have spoken
this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man. In HEBREWS 9:11-14 Paul continues: But Christ
being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by the
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? In HEBREWS chapter 10 Paul begins expounding more upon the superiority of the
faith way writing in verses 19-25: — 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high
priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is
faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some jis; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. Of course we know by now how Paul highlighted some of the Oid
Testament worthies of faith in HEBREWS 11, then as he begins his conclusion in chapter
12 Paul expounds some more on how the Hebrew Christians he was writing to, and us are
to parakalec “to call near,” to draw nearer unto Christ. HEBREWS 12:1 Wherefore secing
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us Iay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race
that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of Gad. So study this thought out a little more for yourself
and see the parakaleo urging that Paul was calling the Hebrew Christians unto was the
drawing nearer unto Christ, not only as their Saviour, and High Priest, and Apostle, but
even toa higher calling of joint-heir, ruling and reigning with Christ. Lest you think I
am off base here, consider “..the joy that was set before him...” referenced in HEBREWS
12:2 above. Is this not speaking ultimately of Christ’s Bride? Sure Paul would have liked
the opportunity to expound this doctrine unto them personally, Lord willing, but if that
was not possible ...I beseech {parakaleo) vou, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation:
for I have written a letter unto you in few words... HEBREWS 13:22.

HEBREWS 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things
willing to live honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored
to you the sooner. The word “restored” here is apokathistemi {ap-ok-ath-is-tay-mee}
{(number 600 in The Strong’s Greek Concordance), which meaning here in HEBREWS
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13:19 is of giving, or bringing a person back. Paul is here requesting prayer for
himself so that he may be “restored” to you (Christian Hebrews) the sooner. What we
are seeing here is a heart felt request for prayer that the writer, no doubt the Apostle
Paul, would be “restored” the sooner to a group of people he had formerly been among,
but now had been absent from for a considerable period of time.

Knowing what we know of the Apostle Paul in this lengthy study, who was he
addressing this request to? Certainly the Christian fews everywhere, but the central
focal point of attention would go right back to Palestine, the country of the Jews in
Biblical times, whose center was ferusalem. Think about this once again for a moment.
Before Paul got saved, where was he living? He was living in Jerusalem, and known
then as Saul of Tarsus. Paul was sent t Jerusalem from Tarsus as a youth to be taught by
one of the greatest teachers of the law named Gamaliel. Recall that Gamaliel was a
famous teacher in Paul’s day, one of only seven men ever honored with the title
“Rabban,” meaning Doctor of the law. Paul stated in ACTS 22:3 I am verily a man which
am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel,... . Who was Paul talking to when he made this speech? The Jews of Jerusalem
alter being arrested there. Paul goes on 1o say in a speech before the Sanhedrin in ACTS
23:6 ....J am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee... . In PHILIPPIANS 3:5 Paul wrote that he
was: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee. This was Paul’s pedigree, and
all the Jews would best appreciate what it meant to be a Pharisee. Later before King
Agrippa, Paul said: ACTS 26:3-5 I am verily aman which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city
in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this
day. 4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation
at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would
testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. According to
ACTS 5:34 Gamaliel was part of the Jewish Sanhedrin council, and Saul of Tarsus became
closely connected with this elite Jewish group by the time frame of ACIS 7 when
Stephen got stoned. The point of mentioning all of this again is to remind us that before
Paul got saved, he was living in Jerusalem, having established himself one of
prominence there. His friends, and associates were Jews living in Jerusalem. But at this
point in his life none of his friends or associates were Christians, and in fact Saul of
Tarsus was the most famous of this group for persecuting Christians, starting there in
Jerusalem. Here is what the Bible says about him in ACTS 8:1-3....And art that time there
was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2
And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great Iamentation over him. 3
As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men
and women committed them to prison. We see here that the Christians scattered after the
stoning of Stephen, so we next find Saul of Tarsus pursuing them to points beyond
Jerusalem as is noted in ACIS 91 & 2 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of
him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. Where did Saul
of Tarsus bring these Christians back to? Jerusalem, where he lived.

So Paul before he got saved was an entrenched resident of Jerusalem. However on
his journey to Damascus he got saved. This ended his career as persecutor of Christians,
thus severed his close connection t the Jewish Sanhedrin. In fact Saul of Tarsus
became number one on their most wanted list. These were not the people Paul wanted
“restored” to in HEBREWS 13:19. In fact Paul after getting saved wasn’t able to go home
to Jerusalem, because now as a Christian himself, and number one on the Sanhedrin’s
most wanted list, he essentially had no where to go. The Christians of Jerusalem
wouldn’t accept him yet, nor was it the Lord’s timing for Paul to return to Jerusalem at
this point in his life. He needed some further direction from the Lord, so while blinded
from the brightness of the Lord’s glory shown to him on the road to Damascus, Paul was
taken to Damascus, where he was told to go by the Lord according to ACTS 22:10 ...and
there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. A precious
Christian in Damascus called Ananias was after three days then sent by the Lord unto
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Paul, who was then still known as Saul of Tarsus, and Ananias went and found Paul, and
laid his hands upon him and prayed: ...And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen
thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the
voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen
and heard.... ACIS 22:14 & 15. Paul now had two friends in his life at this time; The Lord
Jesus Christ, and Ananias of Damascus. Ananias further prayed as we read in ACTS 917
...Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest,
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 18
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 19 And when he had received meat, he was
strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. So we
see that Paul then got filled with the Holy Ghost after Ananias laid his hands on him, and
that he took up temporary residence in Damascus where he continued to worship in the
synagogues, however now preaching that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God.
Certainly a few more were added to Paul’s short list of friends at this point in time in his
life, but only Barnabas is later mentioned in scripture as being one of them. Note for
now that Paul remained in Damascus.

GALATIANS 1:11-17 fills in the gaps as to what next took place in Paul’s young
Christian life. GALATIANS 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time
past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God and
wasted it: 14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own
nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when jt
pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately T
conferred not with flesh and blood: 17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which
were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

What we learn here is that Paul didn’t remain too long in Damascus before the
Lord led him in to the desert regions of Arabia where Moses before him received the ten
commandments. Here the Lord taught this young Hebrew Christian by the guidance of
the Holy Ghost, and the revelation of Jesus Christ, the gospel which Paul was to preach.
This former law abiding Pharisee was shown that...Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth... ROMANS 104, (Essentially the epistle written
unto the HEBREWS greatly expounds upon this fact.) Paul’s education in Arabia lasted
about three years. Armed with this gospel message Paul returned again to the place he
had a few Christian friends, Damascus. The scripture tells us how long Paul was able to
stay there. ACIS 922 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews
which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 23 And after that many days
were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: 24 But their laying await was known of
Saul, And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. In 2 CORINTHIANS 11:32 & 33
Paul writes: In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the
Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: 33 And through a window in a
basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. ACIS 925 & 26 finishes this
part of the story. ACIS 925 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by
the wall in a basket. 26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself
to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.

GALATIANS 1:18 adds: Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem... . Here we
see that Paul then after three years returned to Jerusalem, his former home. This was
his first visit back in Jerusalem as a Christian. His old friends were on the opposite side
of faith, and would not receive him. The Christians of Jerusalem at this time were almost
exclasively all Jews, and prior to getting saved the only association that Paul had with
them was as a persecutor, none of whom were looking forward to seeing him again. That
is why we read here in ACTS 9:26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to
join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was
a disciple. But as we know by now, Paul always had a passion for preaching to the Jews
first everywhere he went. Paul wrote in ROMANS 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
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the Jew first, and also to the Greek. In ACTS 17:1-3 Paul had come to Thessalonica for the
first time, and we read: ...they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:
2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered,
and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

So Paul makes his first visit back to Jerusalem, and reaches out to the Jewish
Christians there, the Kingdom Apostles being prominent. There was one man in
Jerusalem at this time who had some previous dealings with Paul as a Christian at
Damascus, and this man was Barnabas, a man very familiar to the Apostles. (Obviously
Barnabas didn’t need to be “restored” w the Christian Hebrews in Jerusalem asis written
in HEBREWS 13:19, so why would some assume he wrote HEBREWS?) The lLord had
ordained it so that Barnabas would be in Jerusalem as Paul makes his first appearance
back there as a Christian. So we continue in ACTS 926 And when Saul was come to
Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and
believed not that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas teok him, and brought him to the
apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. We
see here that Barpabas became a friend 1o Saul of Tarsus when no one else would at
Jerusalem. Barnabas took Saul of Tarsus in, thus began a most wonderful long lasting
relationship. Barnabas wuly showed Saul of Tarsus the love of God. By previous
testimony Barnabas knew the story of how Saul of Tarsus had met the Lord on the way ©
Damascus, and how the lord had spoken unto him. Thus Barmabas declares to the
Apostles in Jerusalem how that Saul of Tarsus had preached boldly at Damascus in the
name of Jesus, and how Jesus had spoken unte him. Who did Barnabas inwoduce Paul,
Saul of Tarsus to here in jerusalem? The Apostles, and ACTS 9:28 further tells us: And he
was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. Perhaps it seems here that all was
well as far as Paul being received here in Jerusalem as a Christian, but Paul’s fellowship
there at this time was limited as he notes in GALATIANS 1:18-20. GALATIANS 1:18 Then
after three years [ went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 19
But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. 20 Now the things
which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.

Here we see Paul staying in Jerusalem and getting acquainted with Peter, James
the Lord’s brother, and Barnabas for fifteen days. ACTS 9:29 & 30 finishes this first visit
back o Jerusalem after Paul’s getting saved. ACTS 929 And he spake boldly in the pame
of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 30
Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth
o Tarsus. GALATIANS 1:21-24 finishes explaining where Paul went after being sent o
Tarsus. GALATIANS 1221 Afterwards (after he left Jerusalem, and after he left Caesarea
in ACTS 9:30) I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia; 22 And was unknown by face
unto the churches of Judaea whick were in Christ: 23 But they had heard only, That he
which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. 24
And they glorified God in me. The ground work was now laid for Paul t© be “restored”
unto the Hebrew Christians there at Jerusalem, but this would take some time, and as
explained in GALATIANS 1:23 & 24 it was other people besides Paul himself who made
known that Paul was now preaching the faith which he once destroyed. No doubt Peter,
James the brother of Jesus, and Barnabas had a great deal w do with spreading this
testimony of Paul there at Jerusalem, but this was after Paul had once again left
Jerusalen:.

Paul was given four more visits back to Jerusalem after this first one. We will
briefly review each of these in a moment, and have written in this study chapters
concerning most of these visits. With each ensuing visit back to Jerusalem, the
Christians began to accept him more and more as being a true believer on Christ Jesus.
In fact they realized that as zealous as he had been in persecuting Christians as Saul of
Tarsus, he was now every bit as passionate, if not more 50, in proclaiming Jesus Christ as
the Son of God. In fact as an Apostle Paul had been given an unique message to preach,
which even the Jewish Christians with old traditional Mosaic training had a hard time
accepting. Bventually some of the Christian Jews in Jerusalem accepted Paul as a
Christian brother in the Lord, but many still never grasped Paul’s doctrine. This again
is why Paul wrote in HEBREWS 1318 & 19 anonymously: Pray for us: for we trust we have
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a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather
to do this, that I may be restored to vou the sooner.

After the above events in ACTS 9, we don'’t read again of Saul of Tarsus, or Paul,
until the last verses of ACTS 11. It is about three to five years before we read anything of
Paul again. During these years Paul, known still as Saul of Tarsus, continued to preach
by himself making his headquarters at his boyhood town of Tarsus. It is thought that a
lot of the sufferings discussed in 2 CORINTHIANS 11:16-31 happened during this time
frame. Paul ends up in Antioch, Syria which turn out to be a real focal point of
Christian activity of profound importance. ACIS 11:25 & 26 explains how this came
about. ACIS 11:25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he
had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they
assembled themselves with the chureh, and taught much people. And the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch. Here we find that the disciples were first called
Christians at Antioch, and two of their teachers were Barnabas and Saul of Tarsus, who
were allowed at this time of ACTS 11 to assemble themselves here a whole year without
any sort of negative repercussions. In time some other disciples from Jerusalem came
up to Antioch, Syria w visit old acquaintances, and ACIS 11:27-30 records: And in these
days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them
named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout
all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples,
every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which
dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of
Barnabas and Saul. Paul’s restoration process with the Jews of Jerusalem really began
here in Antioch, Syria.

Agabus is the only prophet mentioned by name here in ACTS 11, and is later
mentioned in ACTS 21:10 & 11 warning Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Obviously Agabus
had a great deal of respect for the Apostle Paul. After Agabus prophesied here at
Antioch of a famine in all the world, the Christian assembly at Antioch 1ok a collection
for the poorer assembly there at Jerusalem, and found it appropriate to send Barnabas
and Saul with this kind of relief. Thus we get a clearer picture of the important place
Barnabas and Saul had with this assembly of Christians at Antioch. Both Barnabas and
Saul of Tarsus were now accepted as devout Christian leaders, and were entrusted with a
great deal of money t be given unto those of Jerusalem. Furthermore the Saints of
Antioch prayed for this good will to be accepted from the hands of both Barnabas and
Saul by the elders of Jerusalem. This action opened wider the door for Paul o be
accepted by the Christian Jews of Jerusalem. By this time several yvears had passed since
Saul of Tarsus was last seen at Jerusalem. Many of Jerusalem had forgotten some of the
terror that the old Saul of Tarsus had caused them, and no doubt there were many new
believers in the church at Jerusalem who never knew Saul of Tarsus before he got
saved.

Those of Jerusalem now faced a new source of terror known as Herod the king.
Any damage that old Saul of Tarsus had done was now a subdued memory. Furthermore
Barnabas, the man of consolation and encouragement, had convinced the Apostles that
Saul of Tarsus was an asset to Christianity after being saved. They have now had vears o
digest this fact. So we read of no further trouble for Saul of Tarsus on this his second
visit back 10 Jerusalem after being saved. Besides Saul was here as a member of a
mission of mercy, so why would not the elders of Jerusalem accept his part of this
missionary journey? Obviously they did. But the biggest part of the reason the Apostles
and elders accepted Saul into their midst here was his association with Barnabas.
Remember that Barnabas name means The son of consolation, that is Son of exhortation,
Son of encouragement, and the Son of comfort. All of these titles are fitting of Barnabas.
What Barnabas had tried to do in ACIS 9was now accomplished these many years later in
ACTS 11. In ACTS 9 we read: ACTS 927 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the
apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28
And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem. Now in ACTS 11:30 we find
Barnabas again with Saul in Jerusalem, and Saul this time ..was with them coming in
and going out at Jerusalem... (quoting ACTS 9:28) by some accounts for maybe as long asa
year!
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During this lengthy visit to Jerusalem the events of ACTS 12 take place where
Peter is arrested by Herod, delivered by the angel of the Lord, after which Herod dies.
Then we read in ACTS 12:24 & 25 — But the word of God grew and multiplied. 25 And
Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they bad fulfilled their ministry, and
took with them John, whose surpname was Mark. Paul and Barnabas remained 2 team and
taught, and preached at Antioch, Syria for another long period of time, perhaps as long
as two years, when they were separated by the Holy Ghost for missionary work in ACTS
13:2. The rest of ACTS 13 and ACTS 14 records the events of what we call Paul’s first
missionary journey. After which Paul and Barnabas, now full fledged Apostles
themselves, return to Antioch, Syria. It has been about five vyears since Paul and
Barnabas had been back to Jerusalem. This changes in ACTS 15 when Paul and Barnabas
go to that now famous conference in Jerusalem where was addressed concerns between
the Christian Jews, and the Christian Gentiles. Obviously the Jews of Jerusalem accepted
Paul in fellowship during this visit, and listened to what he had to say. They also sent
Paul and Barnabas away with letters of Christian greeting to be delivered unto the
Gentiles. So from our perspective in HEBREWS 13:19 we can see how Paul had been
restored in fellowship to the Christian Jews in Jerusalem. However you may have
noticed that Barnabas was also found with Paul each time he returned to Jerusalem up to
this point in time.

Paul will get to visit Jerusalemm two more times without Barnabas being present
with him. In ACIS 16-18 Paul goes on a second missionary journey, this time without
Barnabas. The church at Antioch, Syria sent Paul on this journey with Silas as his
traveling companion. Timothy is added to Paul's traveling partners on this journey, as
is Luke for a time. About three years pass, and we read in ACIS 1821 a statement
concerning Paul made from Ephesus: But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all
means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God
will. And he sailed from Ephesus. How long this journey took we are not told, perhaps a
couple of weeks t© a month. ACTS 18:22 gives us the briefest of statements concerning
Paul’s return once again to Jerusalem: And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone
up, and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch. Caesarea is located about 70 miles
from Jerusalem, and for all practical purposes was the sea port of Jerusalem. It appears
from verse 22 that the Apostle Paul didn’t arrive in Jerusalem in time for the feast, for
no further menton is made of the feast. Brother Copley sheds some light as to why the
Apostle Paul intended to be at these Jewish feasts in Jerusalem if possible, stating: “Paul
sought every opportunity to bring the glad tidings to his own people, the Jews. Those
Jerusalem gatherings afforded him a rare chance to reach many Jews at one tme.” (Fnd
of quote from Brother Copley). History records that these Jewish feast attracted as many
as 75,000 additional Jews to Jerusalem in Paul’s day; Jews who came from all over the
world. This was the forth time Paul has returned to Jerusalem since being saved on the
road o Damascus, and the first time without Barnabas as his traveling companion.
Obviously once again we find that Paul had no noted problem in being accepted as a
fellow Christian during this visit to Jerusalem, having previously been restored unto
them.

In ACTS 18:23 we find Paul once again in Antioch, Syria, and leaving on a third
missionary journey after having “spent some time there.” On this journey Paul returns
to Ephesus, and about fours years later he once again goes back to Jerusalem for the
fifth time after being saved, this time being accompanied by Luke, and seven more noted
in ACTS 2G:4. On this fifth visit Paul also has with him a large collection of alms, and
offerings for the poor Jews of Jerusalem, which Paul also made note of before governor
Felix in ACIS 2417 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my npation, and
offerings. This large offering was taken at the request of Peter, James and John when
they visited Antioch, Syria after the conference of ACTS 15. GALATIANS 29 & 10 records
what happened: And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived
the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of
fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 10 Only
they would that we should remember the poor; the same which 1 also was forward to do.
ACTS 21:17-21 records how Paul was received when he first arrived at Jerusalem on this
fifth visit there after being saved. ACIS 21:17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the
brethren received us gladly. 18 And the day following FPaul went in with us unto James;
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and all the elders were present. 19 And when .he had saluted them, he declared
particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry. 20 And
when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 21
And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the jews, which are among the
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their ch:]dren
neither towalk after the customs.

Here in a few words we find that the Christian Jews of Jerusalem had received
Paul as a fellow Christian, but they didn’t agree with his docirine, and had backed away
from the agreement they had back in ACTS 15. Paul had already written unto the
GALATIANS concerning this very same point, noting in GALATIANS 2:16 Knowing that a
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by
the works of the Iaw: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. In ROMANS
3:28 Paul wrote: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds
of the Iaw.

We know that a short while later the Apostle Paul got arrested here in jerusalem
by the very same Jews who were there at this time. Now at least five more years have
passed as Paul writes this letter of HEBREWS further expounding his doctrine, and
contrasting in detail the good things of Judaism, and the better things of Christ. Thus he
writes in HEBREWS 6:9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things
that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. Again we see how that Paul’s burning
heart’s desire, and constant prayer to God for Israel was that they might be saved as he
expressed in ROMANS 10:1. No doubt Paul made this prayer request every day. So now
perhaps we have a better perspective of why Paul wrote to them anonymously, stating
in HEBREWS 13:18 & 19 --Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all
things willing to live honestly. 19 But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be
restored to you the sooner.

As we review evidences that Paul wrote this epistle to the HEBREWS, one of the
better clues that reveals Paul’s signature is found in the next two verses of HEBREWS 13.
HEBREWS 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is
wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. Note these words: “God of peace.” The Apostle Paul is the only writer to
reference the “God of peace” in scripture. This phrase is found mentioned in five
scriptures total, all penned by Paul: ROMANS 15:33; ROMANS 16:20; PHILIPPIANS 4:9; 1
THESSALONIANS 5:23; and HEBREWS 13:20. {For further help with these texts please
review pages 586-588 of these notes.! Five again we know is the number of GRACE, and
we have mentioned before how no other inspired writer of scripture wrote about, nor
probably appreciated the GRACE of God more than the Apostle Paul did, for he penned
the word “grace” 99 times in his writings. In total the word “grace” is found 170 times
in scripture, and by far the majority of the word “grace” sightings in scripture are in
Paul’s gospel. Thus we find it appropriate to also find the phrase “God of peace” used
five times in scripture, all in Paul’s gospel message of GRACE. 1 further doubt that the
Apostle Paul even knew that he was the only inspired write of scripture to use this
phrase “God of peace,” nor did he realize he used it five times. However this phrase
“God of peace” must have flowed out of his mouth on a regular basis. The fifth time
the Apostle Paul uses the phrase “God of peace” in his writings is in HEBREWS 13:20.

HEBREWS 13:20 defines who this “God of peace” is if we only take the time to see
it. The ..God of peace, that brought again from the dead our lord Jesus,... is a
reference to the Holy Ghost. Perhaps this is made clearer in different translations, for
example in Knox’s New Testament translation we read: Now the God of peace, “who has
raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead....” The New Testament in Modern Speech by
Richard Francis Weymouth says it like this: “Now may the God of peace, who brought
up from the dead... even Jesus our Lord.” The New Testament in Modern English by J. B.
Phillips reads: “Now the God of peace, who brought back from the dead that great
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shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus, by the blood of the everlasting agreement, equip
you thoroughly for the doing of his willl” The New Testament in Basic English says it
like this: “Now the God of peace, who made... even our Lord Jesus come back from the
dead... .” So we see that Jesus Christ Himself was raised from the dead by the power of the
Holy Ghost, who here is called the “God of peace.” Again the “God of peace” is the
Holy Ghost. So our text here in HEBREWS 13:20 could be expounded like this: The Holy
Ghost brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,... . To this agree the words of ROMANS
8:11, which reads: But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,
he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you. “The Spirit of him that raised Jesus from the dead...” is who? Is it
not the Holy Ghost? Did Jesus raise Himself from the dead? Or was it by the power of the
Holy Ghost that Jesus was raised from the dead? Again we see that Jesus Christ Himself
was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Ghost as is stated in HEBREWS 13:20
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,... .

What we want to show here is that the Apostle Paul is the only writer to call the
Holy Ghost the “God of peace” in scripture. As a guick aside, here is a list of some
other titles by which the Holy Ghost is referenced, and a short list of some of the many
other scriptures you can study on this very subject of the Holy Ghost.

(1) The Holy Ghost-- There are 89 scriptures which mention the Holy Ghostin the
Bible. JOHN 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. JOHN 20:22 And when he had said this,
he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.... ACTS 1:8 But
ve shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth. ACTS 192 ...Have ye received the Holy GHhost since ye
believed?

(2) The Spirit-- JOHN 1:32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and jt abode upon him. JOHN 7:39 (But this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) ACTS 2:4 And they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Plus there are many other scriptures that reference the Holy Ghost as The
Spirit.

(3) Holy Spirit - LUKE 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask him?

(4) Comforter -- JOHN 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;... . JOHN 14:26 But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things 1o your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
JOHN 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:.. .
JOHN 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if 1 depart, 1 will send him unto
you.

(5) The Spirit of Truth -- JOHN 14:17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. JOHN 15:26 But when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:... . JOHN 16:13 Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things
to come,
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(6) The Spirit of the LORD-- (Found in thirty scriptures): JUDGES 15:14 And when he
came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt
with fire, and his bands lIoosed from off his hands. 1 SAMUEL 10:6 And the Spirit of
the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned
into another man. 2 SAMUEL 23:2 The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word
was in my tongue. ISAIAH 11:2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD... . 2 KINGS 2:16 And they said unto him, Behold
now, there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek
thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the LORD hath taken him up, and cast him
upon some mountain, or into some valley. ISAIAH 59:19 So shall they fear the name of
the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. ACTS
8:39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 2
CORINTHIANS 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.

(7) My Spirit-- EZEKIEL 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. JOEL 2:28 And it shall
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions:... . This is also quoted in ACTS 2:17.

(8) The promise of my Father {and similar phrases} — LUKE 24:49 And, behold, I
send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until
ye be endued with power from on high. ACIS 1:4 And, being assembled together with
them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. ACIS 2:33 Therefore
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

(9) God of peace -- ROMANS 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
ROMANS 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. PHILIPPIANS 4:9 Those things, which
ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of
peace shall be with you. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. HEBREWS 13:20 Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to
whom be glory for ever and ever.

Again the Apostle Paul is the only writer in scripture to use the phrase “God of
peace.” Paul is also the only one is scripture to use the phrase “peace of God.” The
“peace of God” however does not reference the Holy Ghost per se, nor does the Apostle
Paul ever indicate that the “peace of God” is a reference to the Holy Ghost. And by
reading the context of what is said when Paul mentions the “peace of God” we can see
the grander scope of it’s meaning. Realize that the “God of peace,” who is the Holy
Ghost, amplifies and augments the “peace of God” that all believers have been given
by accepting Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Additionally all believers have been given
peace, and peace with God after accepting Jesus as their personal Saviour. Jesus told
his disciples at the last supper: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid...” JOHN 14:27. Again in JOHN 16:33 Jesus told these very same disciples: These
things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. Paul explains in
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ROMANS 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ:... . We see here that it is only the believer who has “peace with
God.” The following portion of scripture from EPHESIANS 2 expounds upon this thought
concerning the believer having “peace with God.” EPHESIANS 2:10 For we are his
workmanship, (a product of His building business, and a work in progress) created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them. ...13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself
of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached
peace toyou which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 For through him we
both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

Is Jesus Christ your peace? EPHESIANS 2:14 which we just read tells the believer
that ...he is our peace. The following statement from ISAIAH 53:5 also references
“our peace.” ISAIAH 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed. One translation of this reads: “...He was chastised that we might have
peace... .” ISAIAH 26:3 further tells us: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. Again this kind of peace, the
peace of God, is only found in the believers heart.

Twice in scripture we find this statement ...the peace of God,.. and these are
the two verses it is found in: COLOSSIANS 3:15 & PHILIPPIANS 4:7, thus this phrase is a
Pauline statement. Both of these scriptures show a heart at perfect peace with God, and
with one’s own self, because Jesus is their peace, as noted above.

Paul wrote in COLOSSIANS 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. It is the
peace of God that should rule in our hearts. Again ISAIAH 26:3 above tells us how this
is possible: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because
he trusteth in thee. What Paul wrote in PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 expounds upon this thought.
PHILIPPIANS 44 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 5 Let your
moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Brother Hill expounded his thoughts on
PHILIPPIANS 4:7 like this in his PHILIPPIANS study book: “Note this word peace. It pays
to understand it. It’s quite a word and greatly misunderstood. It’s meaning shows how
wrong we usually are in our interpretation of it. Peace is neither the stillness of death,
nor the silent picture of a sheltered cabin. God speaks to Israel saying, “If you would
have listened to me, then had thy peace been like that of a river.” (ISAIAH 48:18). He
didn’t say (peace) of a lake, but a river. Why would he use such a statement? Simply
because peace is life that moves with God with all the power of a river, regardless of the
turns and the obstructions that may be in the way. Throw a dam across the river, and it
will climb your dam and go singing on it’s way. ...That’s the way with the peace of God.
If vou'll align your life up with God, nothing can stop it in its destination.” {End of
quoting from Brother Hill Philippians study number 19}

The power that amplifies and augments the “peace of God” that all believers
have been given by accepting Jesus Christ as their Saviour is the Holy Ghost, whom Paul
also calls the “God of peace” in the five scriptures noted above, which again are:
ROMANS 15:33; ROMANS 16:20; PHILIPPIANS 4:9; 1 THESSALONIANS 5:23; and HEBREWS
13:20. Let’s examine how the Holy Ghost enhances the “peace of God” that all believers
have been given by accepting Jesus Christ as their Saviour. A believer can not really
enjoy the full extent, or total magnitude of the “peace of God” without being filled
with the Holy Ghost, for the Holy Ghost, the God of Peace, was sent by Jesus Christ from
God the Father on the day of Pentecost to provide the means by which New Testament
believers can be fully grown up, and be divinely completed as the wife who makes
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herself ready to be the Bride of Christ mentioned in REVELATION 19:7. Stated in simpler
words, the only way to enjoy to the maximum “the peace of God” is to have “the God
of peace” dwelling within. “The God of peace” is a reference to the Holy Ghost, the
third personality of the trinity.

One of the meanings of the number three is THE HOLY SPIRIT, also called THE
HOLY GHOST, the third person of the trinity. The meaning for the number nine is
FINALITY or DIVINE COMPLETION. Above we gave nine titles found in scripture
associated with THE HOLY GHOST: (1) The Holy Ghost, (2) The Spirit, (3) Holy Spirit,
(4) Comforter, (5) The Spirit of Truth, (6) The Spirit of the LORD, (7) My
Spirit, (8) The promise of my Father {and similar phrases}, and (9) God of peace.
Interestingly in studying about the number nine we learned that the FINAL touches of a
full overcoming life can only be DIVINELY COMPLETED by the help and the power of the
Holy Ghost! Additionally we found three lists of nine associated with the Holy Ghost,
which means there are 27 things given of the Holy Ghost to aid in bringing the FINAL
touches to a Christian life; to aid in seeing that a full overcomer is DIVINELY COMPLETED,
and fully enjoying the “peace of God.” Let’s look for a moment at these three lists of
nine associated with the Holy Ghost.

There is the nine-fold fruit of the Holy Spirit found in GALATIANS 5, which also
was written by the Apostle Paul, and of course preached by the Apostle Paul. GALATIANS
5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is (1} love, (2) joy, (3) peace, (4) longsuffering, (5)
gentleness, (6) goodness, (7) faith, 23 (8) Meekness, (9) temperance: against such
there is no law. Brother Copley in his study book on GALATIANS notes that these nine-
fold qualities radiate from the very inner man of the real Spirit filled believer. They are
indeed the certain product of the Holy Spirit in us. And these nine features are
inseparable. He notes that this nine-fold fruit appears in three distinct groups, Group
one: “love, joy, peace ” express our attitudes toward God and men. Group two:
“longsuffering, gentleness, goodness ” are our attitudes toward men only. And group
three: “faith, Meekness, temperance ” enable us to make the second group of three
practical.

There are nine gifts of the Holy Ghost found in 1 CORINTHIANS 12, which was
written, and preached, and taught by the Apostle Paul. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:4 Now there
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every
man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit (1) the word of wisdom; to
another (2) the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another (3) faith by the
same Spirit; to another (4) the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another (5) the
working of miracles; to another (6) prophecy; to another (7) discerning of spirits; to
another (8) divers kinds of tongues; to another (9) the interpretation of tongues: 11 But
all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he
will.

There are nine offices of the Holy Ghost. (1) The Holy Ghost is the reprover (the
concivtor, the one who brings to light) of the following three things found in JOHN 16.
JOHN 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because
I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged. (2) The Holy Ghost is the agent of the new birth. JOHN 3:5 Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit. (3) The Holy Ghost is a witness to sonship. ROMANS 8:16 {from a Paraphrased
version) For His Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts, and tells us that we are the
children of God.... (4) The Holy Ghost is the Comforter. JOHN 14:26 But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsocever I have said unto you.
JOHN 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
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may abide with you for ever;... . JOHN 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of me:... . JOHN 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. (5} The Holy Ghost is our guide and teacher
into all of the truth. JOHN 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. JOHN 14:26 But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
JOHN 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:... .
JOHN 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever;... . (6) The Holy Ghost is the director of ministers. ACTS 13:1
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord,
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I
have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them,
they sent them away. 4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. ACTS 16:6 Now when they had gone
throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to
preach the word in Asia, 7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into
Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. There are many other scriptures which also
point out how the Holy Ghost is the director of ministers. (7) The Holy Ghost is the
inspirer of scriptures. 2 TIMOTHY 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 2 PETER
1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. ACTS 1:16 Men and brethren,
this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy_Ghost by the mouth of
David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. (8) The
Holy Ghost is the distributor of the nine gifts we read about in 1 CORINTHIANS 12. (9)
The Holy Ghost is the agency of the trinity who calls and prepares the Bride to forever
be the wife of Jesus. Many scriptures bring this point out, but for so many not filled
with the Holy Ghost, these things are hidden in the shadows, and not seen by uninspired
eyes. One example of this is the story of a bride for Isaac in GENESIS 24. Few realize that
this story of GENESIS 24 is but a type and shadow of the preparing of a bride for our
heavenly Isaac, Jesus. We did a long study on GENESIS 24, and found that there are nine
things given of Abraham’s servant (typical of the Holy Ghost in that chapter) to
Rebekah (the bride to be} in GENESIS 24. Abraham’s servant gave Rebekah (1) an
earring, (2) two bracelets, (3) jewels of silver, (4) jewels of gold, (5) raiment, (6) camels
to ride, (7) abundant provisions for the long journey, (8) instructions concerning Isaac,
(9) and ultimately through all kinds of obstacles, he guided her to him. Again, The Holy
Ghost is the one who prepares the Bride of Christ to rule and reign with Him.

Let’s finish our discussion on how the “God of peace,” who is the Holy Ghost,
amplifies and augments the “peace of God,” which we were talking about above. And
the Apostle Paul brings this all together in the text found in PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9, some of
which we also looked at earlier. PHILIPPIANS 44 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I
say, Rejoice. 5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things. 9 Those things, which yve have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen
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in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. Study verses 8 & 9 again, and see that
their are eight “things” mentioned in these two verses. Recall that one of the meanings
of the number eight is BRIDE. The Holy Ghost, the “God of peace” is the power by
which New Testament believers can be fully grown up, and be divinely completed as the
wife who makes herself ready to be the Bride of Christ mentioned in REVELATION 19:7.

We have been spending a considerable amount of time proving the Apostle Paul to
be the author of HEBREWS even though he didn’t sign this epistle as he did his other
letters. Yet we have found Paul’s “signature” in certain words and phrases that only he
used in scripture. And of course we know, and have again shown above that it is the
Holy Ghost who is the inspiration behind all scripture. Again 2 TIMOTHY 3:16 All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works. 2 PETER 1:20 Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost. We found in HEBREWS 13:20 the phrase “God of peace” to be unique to Paul.
In this same sentence we find another word that only Paul used in scripture, which is
the word “wellpleasing.” HEBREWS 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. We find Paul writing “welipleasing” also in PHILIPPIANS 4:18 But I have
all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
COLOSSIANS 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto
the Lord. The Greek word translated “welipleasing” is euarestos {yoo-ar'-es-tos},
number 2101 in The Strong’s Greek Concordance, found nine times in New Testament
scripture, all written by Paul. Euarestos {yoo-ar'-es-tos} transiates also as: acceptable,
accepted, and please well. Here are the other six scriptures where euarestos {yoo-ar'-es-
tos is found. ROMANS 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. ROMANS 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is
acceptable to God, and approved of men. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that,
whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. EPHESIANS 5:10 Proving what is
acceptable unto the Lord. TITUS 2:9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own
masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again;... .

There are two more Pauline phrases also found in HEBREWS 13:20 & 21. HEBREWS
13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in
his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. The phrase “every
good work” is unique to Paul in scripture, and he uses it seven times, the number that
points to SPIRITUAL PERFECTION, and SPIRITUAL COMPLETION. The other six times are: 2
CORINTHIANS 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every _good work:... . COLOSSIANS 1:10
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;... . 1 TIMOTHY 5:10 Well reported of for
good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have
washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed
every good work. 2 TIMOTHY 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall
be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto
every_good work. TITUS 1:16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto everv_good work reprobate. TITUS 3:1
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