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MOSES MY SERVANT IS DEAD 

S.O. Sheldon 

 

"Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spoke unto 
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over 
this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel" 
(Josh. 1:1,2). 

God said, "Moses My servant is dead.”  I hope we believe it.  Read the story of his death in the 
34th chapter of Deuteronomy. 

"Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto 
Moses" (Josh. 1:3).  Moses getting a vision of the land, and not being able to go in, is a picture of multitudes 
of people who know about God's message of grace and the privileges He offers in the Gospel who read it 
and hear about it, but do not have the faith to come over into the land.  May God enable us to believe 
and see that there is a place of rest for us. 

Canaan typifies our place in the heavenlies in Christ.  Moses represents the law, and is also a type 
of Christ in His humanity; but I want to speak of him especially as representing the law. God gave the law 
to Moses.  The teaching of Moses is wonderful in connection with Christ. Moses preached Christ in type.  

We need to see his typical teaching, as it is a wonderful teaching Moses has given us.  Even Christ 
acknowledges it, speaking to Israel “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me: for he wrote 
of Me” (John 5:46).  So while Moses gave the commandments – God's standard of righteousness – to the 
people, yet he was not permitted to go into the land.  The law can never lead a spiritual people into their 
inheritance in Christ.  We must see that the law has come to an end before we can take our place in the 
heavenlies.  I am sure that many have seen the promised land, but have not seen that the law came to an 
end.  “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness [come] by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vain" (Gal. 2:21). 

Many are seeking to have a righteousness by keeping the law.  They are trying by their own efforts 
to please God and get Him to favor them because they live a good, clean, moral, upright life according to 
the law.  That is what spoils people.  As long as they are trying to be justified by the law, Christ is of no 
profit to them.  God had to put us to death, just as Moses died, before we could really take hold of the 
grace of God.  Paul said in Galatians 2:20, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, 
but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself up for me."  That is a principle we need to see.  I am glad God 
opened my eyes to see that "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that be believeth" 
(Rom. 10:4).  It takes a little time to learn these lessons; they are very important.  We need to know that 
law can never give us victory or life.  It can only show us our lack of righteousness and put us to death; 
but, grace lifts us out of this condition into a heavenly realm and gives us an inheritance in Christ. 

Where there is no law there is no transgression.  People lived hundreds of years without the law.  
We might ask why God gave the law.  ‘It was added because of transgressions’, or ‘to make transgression 
to abound.’  It was God's standard of righteousness to show man his need of a Savior.  The law never did 
and never can justify; it can only condemn and execute.   

Many people magnify the law of Moses, as Paul said, “Moses …hath in every city them then that 
preach him” (Acts 15:21).  But we preach Christ, we preach the grace of God.  Grace is God’s unmerited 
favor.  Grace is God’s wonderful way of dealing with a sinner who deserves nothing, yet is given all things 
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pertaining to life and godliness.   He is made a partaker with Christ, made to sit together with Him in the 
heavenlies.  God told Israel after the death of Moses that they should go over and inherit the land of 
Canaan, saying, "Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I 
said unto Moses" (Josh. 1:3).  I praise God that spiritually we may go in and possess the land and the Word 
of God assures us of an inheritance in Christ.  Everything that God offers us under grace is ours, as we take 
hold of it by faith.  When Joshua and Caleb went into the land of Canaan, Caleb put his feet upon a certain 
portion and said, "Give me this mountain" (Josh. 14:12).  He said that by faith, having put his feet upon it; 
but later he actually possessed that place which was Hebron, which means ‘fellowship.’  So it is possible 
for us to take by faith the inheritance that God has provided for us through Christ.  When I see a promise 
in the writings of Paul, especially, I can say, ‘That is for me, and I can take it by faith.’  Then God will make 
it real in time and eternity. 

After 40 years of wandering, Caleb and Joshua came again to Canaan.  Caleb said, ‘You remember 
that Moses told me I could have this city, Hebron, and all that pertains to it.’  Joshua agreed with him, 
saying, ‘Alright, just take it.’   He got it under the leadership of Joshua; but it was promised him by Moses.  
In this connection, Moses figures Christ before His death for we read, "His eye was not dim, nor his natural 
force abated" (Deut. 34:7).   Some may wonder why Moses died.  He did not have consumption, nor 
smallpox, nor any sickness in his body.  But his clock ran down, it was the due time for him to die.  He laid 
down his life in a figure even as Christ of who he was the type in this sense.   Likewise, the law had a 
purpose to fulfill in the will of God; but, it came to an end.  We can say, ‘Moses the servant of God is dead.’  
“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 10:4).  Paul declares that 
"...a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:28).  And we declare the same thing.  
The law demands perfect righteousness and says that if we do not meet the conditions it will put us to 
death. 

But, Hallelujah!  ‘Moses my servant is dead.’  The law cannot put me to death because I died over 
1900 years ago in Christ, and I am forever free from the law.  The law has no jurisdiction over a dead man.  
I am a new creature saved by grace through faith and have an inheritance in Christ in glory.  I am laying 
hold of it by faith today.  Paul said to the Ephesians, "Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise 
of His glory" (Eph. 1:13-14).  Praise God, we get a taste of our heavenly inheritance and a taste of the glory 
which God has reserved for us when we are filled with the Holy Spirit.  It satisfies our souls.  The law can 
never give anything that satisfies; it brings men under bondage.  I am under grace, out from under the 
yoke, and I expect to stay out the rest of my days.  The law can never give life.  

 Let us read a portion from 1 Timothy, whose name means ‘honoring God.’  1 Tim. 1:2-10: 
“Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers.”  Notice that ‘the law is not made for a righteous man.’  We are righteous in Christ.  The 
moment we believe, we have a perfect righteousness; therefore, the law has no right over us.  "For sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace" (Rom. 5:14).   Paul said, 
“From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; desiring to be teachers of the 
law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm” (1 Tim. 1:6,7).  Why are people 
zealous for the law?  They are occupied with their own creature goodness and righteousness, and refuse 
to receive the righteousness of God as a free gift.  God offers us righteousness.  He does not say, ‘Do and 
live,’ but rather, ‘You are already alive, now do.’  When God comes in, He sets aside legality.  He shows us 
that the work of salvation has been accomplished, and now we can live.  Under the law God demanded 
righteousness, under grace He gives righteousness.  Paul tells us that many desire to be teachers of the 
law.  Oh, how legality creeps in among God's people.  They are slow to believe that Moses is dead.  
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We are not living under legality, but under grace.  We are counting that Moses is dead.  We are 
preaching Christ in resurrection.  We are a new creation in Him.  The law is not made for a righteous man 
but for the ungodly.  As I read about Moses, “His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated” (Deut. 
34:7).  I conclude that the last is as strong as it ever was to bring under arrest for sin all those who are 
under the law.  As long as we live in the world without faith, we are under the law.  As long as we live 
without believing the grace of God, the natural force of the law is not abated.  The law sees every fault 
and brings man face to face with the fact that he had to be executed.  The sooner man sees this and 
acknowledges it, the better off he is.  

Moses died in the will of the Lord.  He got a glimpse of the land, but was not permitted to go into 
it.  We may come under the teaching of the law right up to the borderland.  We may get a little glimpse 
of the land; but if we do not believe and go across the Jordan we will never inherit this glorious place that 
is ours in Christ.  Many are satisfied to get an inheritance on the east of the Jordan, which speaks of death 
and judgment.   

In Romans 9 we read that Israel was seeking a righteousness by the law.  The Gentiles have 
obtained a righteousness by faith, but Israel has not.  Why?  Because Israel seeks it not by faith, but by 
works of the law.  Israel is occupied with the things Moses wrote.  They are not willing to come over into 
the land and take this place in death by faith.  Thank God they will come later.  As Israel went into Canaan 
and fought against the enemy and took possession of their land, so again now we see that they are getting 
ready to go over and inherit the land given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Some say that we do not need the Old Testament, that it has been fulfilled.  But we say, do not 
throw it away. It has many promises that have never been fulfilled that are written to Israel, not to the 
Church.  The Old Testament is a book of history, types, symbols, and prophecies.  I want to emphasize the 
fact that the Old Testament promises are for Israel, not for the Church.  They have a spiritual significance 
for the Church, and are typical of many events in Church life.  God called Paul to be an apostle to the 
Church.  Everything Paul wrote to the Church is God's message to us today.  Let us not be desirous of 
teaching the law, and jangling and tangling things.  Leave Moses and the prophets in their places, and the 
Church and Israel in their places.  God does not want the Church bewitched, as they were in Galatia, by 
mixing Moses' writings with Paul's writings.  Let us magnify the grace of God, and not take the Old 
Testament promises as though they were for us.  Let us take hold of the New Testament and labor with 
God according to His will and we will have a reward when we get through with life. 

"But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8).  This is so important that it is repeated in the 
ninth verse.  How important is the message of grace!  Multitudes are preaching Moses, but let us preach 
Christ, preach the grace of God, and labor in the Spirit as Paul teaches us.  When done with this life we 
will have a glorious inheritance.  God is offering us great riches in Christ, as we believe.  We are offered 
the privilege of sitting in the throne, and of being in that company that makes up the Bride.  I thank God 
that He delivered me from law-keeping and brought to me the message of grace, where I can enjoy my 
liberty, and be made ready to reign with Christ. 

Now going back once more to the law.  Paul says “...the law is good if a man use it lawfully” (1 
Tim. 1:8).  How do we use the law lawfully?  The law is a ministration of condemnation and death and by 
it is the knowledge of sin.  In order for us to use the law lawfully there is just one thing to do: acknowledge 
that it put us to death.  We use the law lawfully by counting the old man as put to death by the law.  We 
have no business using the law on the saints, except to show them that the old man was put to death at 
Calvary.  As we magnify the grace of God and use the law that way, He permits us to ‘borrow the axe’ and 
‘lay it at the root of the tree’ and ‘cut down the old creation.’ (See 2 Kings 6:1-7). 
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 We use the grace of God for this heavenly life.  Yes, there are many that desire to be teachers of 
the law, understanding not what they say.  They are always trying to get the saints to keep the 
commandments and get them occupied with forms and ceremonies.  Let us be satisfied with Christ's own 
sacrifice.  He satisfies me.  He died for my sins.  He put away all my sins in His death on Calvary.  He is my 
sin-offering.  I am settled on the fact that my sins are put away once and forever, and remembered against 
me no more.  Many are trying to force Moses’ teaching on the Church, but my Bible says, ‘Moses is dead.’  
Let us believe it, dear hearts.  Thank God for freedom from law-keeping.   

Joshua, I say, is a type of the Church claiming the inheritance.  God offers us an inheritance in 
Christ.  It is for everyone that will believe, and we have a right to it because we are the Sons of God.  We 
belong to the family of God, and we have a right to our inheritance in Christ.  Jesus died and left us an 
inheritance, and has appointed Paul as the administrator of the estate.  If we take Paul’s message we can 
lay hold of our inheritance.  Paul preached the unsearchable riches of Christ.  We have all we can enjoy 
through time and eternity, if we believe and receive Paul’s Gospel.  May God enable us to see our 
privileges in Christ, take them by faith, come into this heavenly realm, be filled with the Spirit, and get a 
foretaste of our riches in Christ.  

I had to rise up by faith and cross the Jordan and come into the land by faith.  It means something 
for us to do just that: to cross the Jordan and realize that we have been crucified with Christ and that we 
are new creatures.  We have a right to claim our God-given inheritance in Christ.  The devil has no claim 
on us.  We are the Sons of God, purchased by the blood of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

[this work was originally created by S.O. Sheldon, with modifications] 


